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   ORCA Calendar - August 2010  

Aug 05: David, WB6NER  

Aug 12:  

Aug 19:  

Aug 26:  

Sep 02: 

Sep 09: David, WB6NER  

Sep 16: 

Sep 23: 

Sep 30: David, WB6NER  

   Weekly Net Control  

   Special Points  

The next meeting will be on the first  Saturday, August 7, 2010, 9:00 AM  at Fire Station #1, Media Room,  

1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland.  

Summer seems to be whizzing by with constant 

morning fog to the ground at my home QTH. 

However, many members and guest radio 

operators recently got a June 26-27 weekend 

out in the Sun operating for Field Day at the 

Sequoia Arena. Iõll let the QSO stats and 

pictures in this edition represent the good time 

had by all, including a Sunday morning visit from 

OFDõs Mobile Communications & Command 

Unit Van on Sunday morning. Lt. Nick Luby, 

KI6KOE , provided all assembled with a 

detailed tour of the vanõs features. Everyone 

was also relieved by the cooler temperatures 

which prevailed this year. Congrats to all. 

 

With hardly a chance for everyone to catch a 

breath, the Annual Hills Fire Patrol activity was 

launched on July 4th. The details of this effort 

were undertaken by Mike,  KB9EWP . See his 

write up on page 2. Thank you, Mike, Patrol 

radio operators and CORE drivers! Just arriving 

a moment ago in my inbox was news regarding 

Fire Station #18õs readiness for the return of 

ECHO radios! I plan an inspection visit this 

week and will be looking for installation 

assistance from members at the upcoming 

meeting.  

 

Itõs not very often we take notice of FCC 

actions here, but a Report and Order, 10-124 

on July 14th, was notable and eagerly awaited 

by many hams who are involved with staffing 

hospitals and disaster agencies preparedness 

drills and exercises while also employees of 

these entities. Former prohibition of employee 

ham radio operators in these circumstances has 

been excepted, and new provisions permit the 

activity on a limited basis. This is a very good 

outcome for amateur radio operators continued 

contribution to disaster preparedness and 

response undertakings. Special and hearty go 

kudos to the positive and extensive efforts made 

on our behalf by the ARRL Board of Directors. 

The full text of the Report and Order can be 

accessed at: 
http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FC

C-10-124A1.doc . 
 

ORCAõs most recent Board meeting, hosted by 

KA6GEM  at his home [thank you Paul] met on 

July 26th. Itõs this cycleõs 4th meeting [Oct, Jan, 

May, Jul] and is precursor to thinking ahead once 

again to Directors/Officers transitions leading up 

to the Annual Members Meeting October 2 with 

elections to the Board by the full membership. 

This year Jim, N6SSB, ORCA VP, will chair the 

Nominating Committee composed of two 

additional Board members and one Member-at-

large to scour the landscape for members 

interested in Board service going forward.  Jim 

will provide additional details at the August 7 

meeting. The Board learned additional details 

about our newest repeater feature on the 440 

MHz band, IRLP and Echolink. These connections 

greatly expand the range of connectivity for UHF 

QSOõs. The Board has provisionally approved 

the systemõs operation [bon-budgeted funding 

was required] through the remainder of 2010 

while we inform and assess membership interest 

to continue in 2011. More details on August 7th! 

 

I look forward to seeing 35-40 members on 

Saturday!!!            

                                73, David, WB6NER   

Meeting Program: Getting 

Acquainted and Operational 

with ORCAõs Latest Repeater 

Feature: IRLP and EchoLinkñ 

KB9EWP & KA6GEM  

 

A View from COREñby   

Albert, KG6VMA , [Page 2] 

07: ORCA Monthly Meeting 

07: ARRL UHF Contest [http://www.arrl.org/news/the-bands-heat-up-for-the-2010-arrl-uhf-contest] 

21- 22: ARRL 10GHz and Up Contest [http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up] 

http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-10-124A1.doc
http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-10-124A1.doc
http://www.arrl.org/news/the-bands-heat-up-for-the-2010-arrl-uhf-contest
http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
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Fire Patrol 

My thanks to the 17 volunteers who participated in this yearõs Fire 

Patrol Event. We were able to deploy two person mobile patrols for 
the 3 sectors in the Oakland Hills covering a two-shift schedule (two 

hours each shift) from 1600 ð 2000 hours. During that time, we had 

two nets in operation. A tactical net operated from inside Station 25 

and a resource/travel net ran from the parking lot of Station 25. 

 

We had two incidents reported: a radio failure in the field during the 

1st shift and a patrol vehicle not starting up at the beginning of the 2nd 

shift at FS 25. Both incidents were covered by deploying additional 

mobile teams. 

 

A special thank you goes out to the Montclair CORE Group for helping 

out as drivers. Below is a chart of the 4th of July Fire Patrol 2010 As-

signments. 

     Mike, KB9EWP  

 

 

About CORE 

New ORCA members, and perhaps oldies too, may wonder what is 

this CORE thing that is sometimes mentioned at meetings, what do 

they do, what relation do they have with radio and with ORCA in 

particular, and why should we care.  CORE (Communities of Oak-

land Respond to Emergencies) is the "other" volunteer Emergency 

Service program in the Office of Emergency Services under the 

Oakland Fire Department, along with our ORCA/RACES program.  

It is complementary to our program, which is another way of saying 

it is exactly opposite to ours in most respects.   

 

The goal of CORE is to help Oaklanders and Oakland neighbor-

hoods prepare to survive a general disaster such as an R-8 earth-

quake as predicted will occur along the highway 13 fault line, while 

assuming no help will be available from the city for 3 to 5 days.  

That's a tall order.  The heart of the program is a training system 

which addresses the skills, supplies and judgment needed to miti-

gate problems at the individual, family and neighborhood levels.  

The material is first addressed in several slide presentations and 

workshops followed by an all day, hands on training session at the 

Fire Training Center taught by OFD specialists and other volun-

teers.  Yes, you get to squirt a fire hose, it has quite a kick.  And 

yes, there is a radio communication training module.  The program 

emphasis is on developing judgment and awareness of expected 

needs along with learning needed skills.  As follow up, specialized 

workshops and refreshers are offered during the year for gradu-

ates.  

 

The communication needs are different from what we experience 

in ORCA/RACES training, where we pass other peoples messages.  

In a neighborhood CORE drill, and probably in the real emergency, 

the speakers can typically see each other 2 blocks away, but cannot 

hear.  They are sending their own messages to obtain the appropri-

ate response (supplies, equipment, workers) for the incident they 

are experiencing.  Thus the protocol and documentation is differ-

ent, being for immediate need, and short response time and high 

volume of traffic is the norm.  During the first few hours after a 

quake, communication with the city is low priority for most 

neighborhoods (the assumption being that no response is possible) 

but the links to the city are still part of training and usually involve 

the RACES radios located in the fire stations.  CORE typically uses 

FRS (Family Radio Service) radios which turn out to be ideal for 

their needs.   

 

Many thousands of Oaklanders have gone through the full CORE 

training, learning skills, and more importantly, learning how to judge 

what they can and cannot do in an emergency situation.  They also 

learn how to prepare their homes, families and neighborhoods for 

the "big one" or other major disaster possibilities using only their 

own resources.  Interested ORCA members have the opportunity 

of taking the CORE training itself or participating in the CORE/

RACES interface during the yearly CORE drill, last Saturday in 

April.   

    Albert,  KG6VMA    

July 4th 2010 Fire Patrol Summary  A View from CORE   
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Club/Group Name: OAKLAND RADIO COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION [ORCA]  

Call Used:WW6OR      GOTA Station Call:(none)      ARRL/RAC Section: EB     Class: 3A   Participants: 45      

Power Source(s): Generator, Battery, Solar   Power Multiplier: 2X   

 
Bonus Points:            Score Summary:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
                     [Grand Total Points = 2,512]  

 Band/Mode QSO Breakdown:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   ORCA Field Day 2010 ñ Report to ARRL  

Description  Points  

100% Emergency power 300 

Media Publicity 100 

Set-up in Public Place 100 

Information Booth 100 

NTS message to ARRL SM/SEC 100 

Formal NTS messages handled - No.=1 10 

Natural power QSOs completed 100 

Site Visit by invited elected official 100 

Site Visit by invited served agency official 100 

Youth participation 

  Youth operators=4 

  Youth participants=6 

80 

Submitted via the Web 50 

Total Bonus Points  1,140 

  CW  Digital  Phone Total   

Total QSOs  108 25 420    

Total Points  216 50 420 686 
  Claimed Score 

= 1,372 

  CW  Digital  Phone 

  QSOs Pwr(W) QSOs Pwr(W) QSOs Pwr(W) 

160m             

80m  4 100 13 100 21 100 

40m  102 100 12 100 61 100 

20m          263 100 

15m  2 100     33 100 

10m             

6m          26 100 

2m          10 50 

1.25         6 50 

Other             

Satellite             

GOTA             

Total  108   25   420   

   ORCA Field Day 2010 ñ Participants  

KI6EWY ,  John 

KA6GEM ,  Paul 

WA6CUY ,  Herb 

KI6JJR,  Elizabeth 

AF6SW ,  Per 

KB9EWP ,  Miguel 

W6UAB ,  Mike 

W6BUR ,  George  

KD6KMU ,  Dale 

N6SSB,  Jimmy 

KE6IUE ,  Robert  

KJ6HKD ,  Gilbert 

KE6EHD ,  Lilah 

KG6DER ,  Michael 

KF6AEW ,  Celia 

KE6WPG ,  Edward  

KG6VMA ,  Albert 

KB6DKB ,  Huib 

WB6NER ,  David  

KE6MQW ,  Chris 

KS6M,  John 

KI6TZD ,  "Dusty" 

KO6R ,  Peter 

KG6MAC ,  Tom 

K6JAT ,  James  

KI6IHP ,  Matthew  

KN6LV , Gary 

KJ6JGP, Alan 

AE6BG , Jim 

KI6KOE , Nick 
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   ORCA Field Day 2010 ñ Pictures  

Photos on pages 2-�����D�U�H���F�R�X�U�W�H�V�\���R�I�����´�'�X�V�W�\���µ���.�,���7�=�'��
and David, WB6NER.  


