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   Inside this issue: 

   President’s - Field Day - Corner 

   ORCA Calendar - June -July 2010  

Jun 17: Bob, KE6IUE 

Jun 24: David, WB6NER 

Jul 01: Mike, KB9EWP 

Jul 08: Bob, KE6IUE 

Jul 15: Peter, KO6R 

Jul 22: Albert, KG6VMA 

Jul 29: Tom, KG6MAC 

Aug 05: David, WB6NER 

   Weekly Net Control 

   Special Points  

No meeting in July!  

The next meeting will be on the first Saturday, August 7, 2010, 9:00 AM  at Fire Station #1, Media Room,  

1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland.  

Yes, it’s that time of year; summer is getting 

underway, and many Amateur Radio Operators 

will drop what they’re doing, gather their 

radios, antennas, computers emergency 

generators and camping gear and head for the 

outdoors exclaining, “Field Day!” Our group 

[and its immediate predecessors] have been 

hosting an annual Field Day event in the 

Oakland Hills effort since 1994! This must be 

our 17th effort! Wow!  

 

As you read ahead in this column and review 

the event information inside, I hope 

you make definite plans to visit 

Sequoia Arena and get-on-the-air at 

any of the four radio stations in 

operation. Station captains will be 

on hand to welcome you and assist. 

 

In the ORCA mail this week our 

75th member arrived! A little more 

data archives checking revealed that 

nearly 50% of current members 

have participated in past Field Days. 

It’d really be super and special to get visits from 

the ORCA members who haven’t visited this 

event in prior years. We’ll be ready for you! 

 

So, what’s up at Field Day? To shed light and 

insight on this infamous question, I commend 

readers here to the several articles in June’s 

ARRL QST magazine which cover the full 

spectrum of possibilities. Field Day is what we 

make of it. We challenge ourselves to operating 

in semi-austere conditions, experimenting with 

temporary antennas and emergency power and 

look forward to share and introduce our hobby 

with new Hams and curious public visitors.  

This year I’ve made a new effort to shed some 

helpful light on our Field Day organization, 

staffing and schedule on page 2. Immediately 

apparent are the dozen dedicated ORCA 

operators who bring and setup the stuff, get the 

schedule underway and make it happen.  This 

dedicated dozen especially look forward to the 

participation of all ORCA members and all those 

interested in getting on the airwaves!  

 

If you’re a reader interested in visiting this event, 

the schedule reveals several 

opportunities for involvement; aiding 

in setup, radio operations, and 

cleanup. In short, the critical time-

frames are: [in local time] 

Fri. setup,  1500-1900 Hours 

Sat. setup,  0800-1100 “  

Sat. radio-ops  1100-1700 “ 

Sat. radio-ops 1900-0000 “ 

Sun. radio-ops 0700-1100 “ 

Sun. cleanup 1100-1400 “ 

 

I’ll wrap things up here with a special thank you 

to John, KI6EWY, for writing up several Field 

Day outlines and leading two vigorous meeting 

discussions with members on how to pull this 

event off in 2010! And thanks too, to all those 

ORCAites who provided feedback and good 

ideas. I’ll be looking for everyone on Field Day! 

 

I can always be reached at wb6ner@arrl.net or 

510-918-4627 to address any vexing questions. 

 

            73, David, WB6NER  

   

June 26th-27th ñ Field Day 

 

 July 4th ñ Oakland Hills Fire Patrol [to be organized at Field Day] 
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 Site Access & Overall Management  
David, WB6NER; Jim, N6SSB; John, KI6EWY 

______________________________________________ 

  

 Safety  

Mike, KB9EWP; Jim, N6SSB; Per, AF6SW; 

______________________________________________ 

 

Public Welcome & Information Program 

 David, WB6NER; Dusty, KI6TZD; Bob, KE6IUE 

 

Antennas Infrastructure & Assembly 
Per, AF6SW; Jim, N6SSB; John, KI6EWY; 

Mike, KB9EWP; George, W6BUR; David, WB6NER 

Gill, KJ6HKD 

______________________________________________ 

 

Generators & Power Grid Layout 
Per, AF6SW; Jim, N6SSB; George, W6BUR;  

______________________________________________ 

 

Radio Stations Setup & Operation 

Event Callsign & Exchange– WW6OR, 3A, EB 

See Station Captains to Operate on-the-air 
#1; HF Voice; David, WB6NER 

#2; HF Voice; John,  KI6EWY 

#3; HF CW & Digital; Per, AF6SW 

#4; VHF/UHF Voice; Elizabeth, KI6JJR 
[Computer Logging Coordination – WB6NER] 

 

Kitchen & Commissary Operation 

Elizabeth, KI6JJR; Tom, KG6MAC; Bob, KE6IUE 

 

Campers 

Friday, Saturday  

David, WB6NER, Tom, KG6MAC,  

Per, AF6SW, Elizabeth, KI6JJR, 

John, KI6EWY, Jim, N6SSB 

 

Event Advisory: Come Prepared! 
 

Outdoor activities, and especially overnight stays, demand 

good personal preparation. Weather can vary considerably 

over a day/night cycle, so dress for high and low tempera-

tures.  Think Safety, with use of safety glasses, gloves, and 

even a hard hat for antenna work.  Bring plenty of liquids, 

sun-screen and a first-aid kit. Don’t forget prescribed medi-

cations!!  Also, think Team-Work… and the time will pass 

quickly, safely and be remembered as a learning and fun 

experience!  

 Field Day 2010— Event Organization, Staffing & Schedule    

Friday, June 25, 3:00PM– 7:00PM  
Retrieve gate keys and gain site access 

WELCOME site setup volunteers 

Layout antennas infrastructure 

Assemble and raise antennas to treetops 

Position generators & layout power grid 

Locate/setup tables for public information 

Setup kitchen area tables 

Locate and setup radio station positions 

Locate camping sites for tents/cots 

 

Friday, 7:00PM-8:00PM 

Pizza and beverages for setup crew 

Camp at rest until 6:00am Saturday 

 

Saturday, June 26, 6:00AM-8:00AM  
Rise & Shine - Breakfast for crew on hand 

Kitchen clean-up - all hands present   

 

Saturday, 8:00AM-11:00AM 

0800: Hold morning strategy briefing 

0830: Deploy site road directions signage 

0900: WELCOME arriving radio operators 

1000: Final station & computer tune-ups! 

 

Saturday, 11:00AM Radio Operations Begin 
All Day:  Welcome visitors & operators! 

1100-1700: Log maximum radio contacts! 

1200-1330: Lunch snacks in kitchen 

1730-1900: Dinner for operators/families 

1900-0000: Log maximum radio contacts! 

Midnight: Camp sleeps 

 

Sunday, June 27, 6:00AM-11:00AM 

Rise & Shine - Breakfast for crew on hand 

Morning:  Welcome visitors & operators! 

0700-1100: Log maximum radio contacts! 

0730:  Hold morning strategy briefing 

1100: Radio Operations Close! 

 

Sunday, 11:00AM-2:00 PM  
1100-1200: Event Debrief Round Robin 

 Issue Field Day Pins to participants 

1100-1200: Snacks & Refreshments 

1200-1400: Fold all Operations, Pack and 

  Clean-up Sequoia Arena 

1400: Return Gate Keys 

 

Organization, Staffing       Schedule 
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From San Francisco or down-

town Oakland and Berkeley 
Go Highway 24 towards Walnut Creek. 
From 24, go south on Hwy 13 towards 

Hayward. (From Berkeley, go Ashby 
Ave. direct to Hwy 13). 
Take the Joaquin Miller/Lincoln Ave. 

exit. 
Turn left and proceed up the hill on 

Joaquin Miller to the crest, then turn 
left at the signal onto the two lane por-
tion of Skyline Blvd. 
Sequoia Arena is 1.2 miles up Skyline 

Blvd on the left. Drive down to the 
parking area and hike a short distance 
to the Arena.  

From Orinda and points East: 
 

From 24, go south on Hwy 13 towards 

Hayward. (From Berkeley, go Ashby 
Ave. direct to Hwy 13). 
Take the Joaquin Miller/Lincoln Ave. 

exit. 
Turn left and proceed up the hill on 

Joaquin Miller to the crest, then turn 
left at the signal onto the two lane por-
tion of Skyline Blvd. 
Sequoia Arena is 1.2 miles up Skyline 

Blvd on the left. Drive down to the 
parking area and hike a short distance 
to the Arena.  

 

From Hayward, Castro Valley 

and points South: 

Go West on Hwy 580 and take Hwy 13  

turnoff (North). 

Take the Joaquin Miller/Lincoln Ave. 

exit. 
Turn right and proceed up the hill on 

Joaquin Miller to the crest, then turn 
left at the signal onto the two lane por-
tion of Skyline Blvd. 
Sequoia Arena is 1.2 miles up Skyline 

Blvd on the left. Drive down to the 
parking area and hike a short distance 
to the Arena.  

 

   ORCA Field Day Directions, June 26-27, 2010 

The Oakland Radio Communication Association is establishing the Field Day location at the Sequoia Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, courtesy of the 

Metropolitan Horsemen’s Association and Oakland Parks & Recreation Department. Site setup will begin Friday, 3-6PM and on-the-air operations 

will commence at 1100 hours PDT Saturday, and run continuously until 1100 hours PDT Sunday.  

Radio Talk-in, please call WW6OR, Field Day, on 146.880 MHz (-) PL 77.0 Hz 



  

 

Amateur Radio Club of Alameda meets 7:00 PM at 

 431 Stardust Place on Alameda Point. 

East Bay Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at the 

 El Sobrante Library, 4191Appian Way, El Sobrante. 

Hayward Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 1401 West Winton    Ave. in 

Hayward behind Hayward Fire Station 6, next to the Hay-

ward Air National Guard Base. 

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at 

 Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. 

Monthly events 
 

1st  Wednesday       Oakland Digital Net - 7:30 PM  

          442.400 MHz (+) PL77 

1st Saturday ORCA General Membership Meeting 

1st Sunday Livermore Swap Meet (closed in winter) 

2nd Friday East Bay Amateur Radio Club 

2nd Saturday Electronics Flea Market in Sunnyvale 

  (closed in winter) 

3rd Friday Hayward Radio Club 

3rd Friday Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 

4th Friday Amateur Radio Club of Alameda 

ORCA on the web: 

ww6or.com and 

groups.yahoo.com/ 

group/orca_races/ 
The ORCA NewsLetter is usually published monthly. Any articles can 

be used with attribution.  

Please submit materials for the Feb 6, 2010 issue by January 15 to the 

Editor; David’s email address: wb6ner@arrl.net . Thanks again! 

Weekly Nets 
 Sunday  VHF NTS Net 

  7:30 PM  145.110 (-) PL82.5 

 Mondays EBARC 

  7:30 PM  10M “Explore Net” 28.425 MHz, USB 

 Thursdays Alameda Emergency Preparedness 

  7:00 PM  444.575 MHz (+) PL 88.5  

 Thursdays NALCO ARES/RACES 

  7:15 PM  440.900 MHz (+) PL 131.8 

 Thursdays Oakland ARES/RACES Net  

  7:30 PM  146.880 MHz (-) PL 77 

ORCA Officers and Board Directors 
  President: David Otey WB6NER 

  Vice President Jim Duarte N6SSB 

  Secretary Mike Calvillo KB9EWP 

  Treasurer Tom Tazelaar KG6MAC 

  Director: John Artim KI6EWY 

  Director: Paul Bailey-Gates KA6GEM 

  Director: Elizabeth Brashers KI6JJR 

  Director: Michael Hole KG6DER 

  Director: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 

    

 Ex-Officio Directors: 

  RACES RO Per Brashers AF6SW 

  ARES EC Jim Duarte N6SSB 

  WW6OR Trustee Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 

  N6ORC Trustee Michael Hole KG6DER 

  WB6NDJ Trustee David Otey WB6NER 

 June Event:  ARRL Field Day, 26th-27th  

- Sequoia Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

July Event: Hills Fire Patrol - TBA  
 

ARRL Pacific Division Officers: 
  Director: Bob Vallio W6RGG - w6rgg@arrl.org 

  Vice Director: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT - k6jat@arrl.org 

  East Bay Section Manager: James Latham AF6AQ 

  af6aq@arrl.org  - http://www.eastbaysectionarrl.org/ 

 

ORCA 

P.O. Box 21305 

Oakland, CA 94620-1305 


