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   Inside this issue:  

   Presidentõs Corner 

   ORCA Calendar - December 2009  

Dec 03: David, WB6NER  

Dec 11: TBD,____________ 

Dec 24: TBD,____________ 

Dec 31: TBD,____________ 

Jan  07:  David, WB6NER  

Jan 14: TBD,_____________ 

Jan 21: TBD,_____________ 

Jan 28 : TBD,_____________ 

Feb 04: David, WB6NER  

 

   Weekly Net Control  

   Special Points  

The next meeting will be on the First Saturday, December 5 , 9:00 AM  at Fire Station #1, Media Room,  

1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland.  

ORCA, Going Forward in 2010!!  
 

Itõs a pretty universal sentiment at the 

end of each year to make fresh 

assessments of a year nearly past and to 

look forward expectantly toward the next 

yearõs challenges and opportunities. I 

propose we òORCAitesó 

pick up this gauntlet 

during the upcoming 

meeting and make the 

most of it to enhance our 

hobby interests and serve 

our communities. I think 

in the course of an hourõs 

work, starting together, 

then òbreaking-outó in 

discussion groups and then 

reassembling  to learn of 

the outcomes, we can forge diverse 2010 

programs and activities for everyoneõs 

increased satisfaction.  

 

Looking forward to new [or ignored] 

horizons with the hobby, I see my 

possibilities of license upgrade, refreshing 

CW skills, exploring unfamiliar operating 

modes [e.g. APRS, HF digital and satellite 

and of course the perennial pursuit of 

perfecting the emergency response ògo-

bag.ó The trick I want to discover in 2010 

and onward is how to get it all 

accomplished by leveraging the expertise 

of all ORCA members. Ideas are welcome!  

 

Let me take a few inches of column text 

here to discuss this Newsletter. I hope 

everyone thinks itõs a very important and 

valuable information vehicle for presenting 

the ORCA amateur radio brand. Iõve been 

brooding about the timeliness 

of its monthly publication, 

organization and desired 

array of content. Going 

forward I believe publication 

of each monthõs edition should 

be at least twelve days prior 

to each membership meeting. 

For content, membership 

input is needed! I think the 

Newsletter should provide 

both a historical record of ORCA activities 

and also anticipate and discuss what 

opportunities may be ahead for engaging 

members hobby interests and imagination. 

A committed editorial and publication crew 

can pull this together!  

 

We can truly celebrate things ORCA at the 

Annual Dinner next Tuesday evening. So 

far, 19 members with 10 guests have made 

reservations! Iõm sure more will join in. 

            

  73, David, WB6NER   

 

 Dec 8 Dinner Program  pg 2  

 

 EB Scores - Field Day   pg 2  

 

2009 EC SET Report      pg 3  

 

 

4th - 6th - ARRL 160 Meter Contest 

5th - Monthly Meeting 

8th - Holiday Dinner - Pier 29 Restaurant, Alameda 

12th - 13th - ARRL 10 Meter Contest 
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     Holiday Dinner - December 8 

Pier 29 Restaurant, Ballena Bay, Alameda  

Program  
6:00pm No Host Social Hour  

7:00     Sit for Dinner  

 ñ Introductions and Guests 

 ñ 2009 in Reviews 

 ñ Recognitions and Awards 

 ñ Door Prizes 

Happy Holidays!     

     News from Education & Training 

This year we expanded our training efforts beginning in March with 

a series of three seminars following the monthly meetings on the 

topic of  òWays to get more out of your radio on the 2m bandó.  

 

Based on the success of these sessions, and subsequent to the Tech 

License Class in July, we added a òGet on the Air Classó to follow 

the quarterly VE session. This well attended one evening class in-

cluded the first special òGet on the Air Netó and was so much fun 

we planned one more to follow the October VE session.  The class 

was held in mid November and was again well attended and a lot of 

fun.  Those that teach classes know that not only do you get great 

satisfaction from the event, but you also learn a lot too.  What did 

we learn this time?   We learned a lot more about all the different 

radios on the market today, but we also learned there was more to 

do.  We have now scheduled òPart II of our Get on the Air Classó 

for January 17th. Having covered the basics in Part I, this time we 

will be covering more advanced topics in the use of HTs as well as 

applications beyond voice communications.  

 

All of this with just two people!  Paul (KA6GEM) and I have teamed 

up to make this happen. If you are interested in helping us expand it 

further, and join in the fun too, please let us know! 

     David, KI6AWR   

Photo of David,WB6NER on Page 1in OES 

Radio Room during SET Event         KS6M 

There I was, after extended procrastination, with a multi-band fan 

dipole hanging delightfully over my roof, the coax draped down to 

my back room window and snaked in to a borrowed HF rig.  After 

being a General class operator for more than four years (and being 

one of the last to take the code test, no less), I was finally ready to 

do what all my friends and neighbors thought Iõd been doing all 

along as a Hamñsquirreled up in my shack talking around the 

world into the wee hours of the morning.   

 

 However, I hadnõt really ôOperatedõ my station, with a capital ôOõ.  

From time to time I heard a few signals, listened to daily nets and 

overheard two-way conversations that went from the arcane to 

the obscure.  But today there were lots of people on the airñit 

was one of the major contests, the ARRL Sweepstakes.   

 

I decided to bite the bullet, or, rather, push to talk.  I dug out my 

November QST and read about the contest, figuring out my re-

port, and then sketched out a log on a piece of paper.  I found a 

station calling CQ on 20m.  New Mexico!  Not that distant, but 

beyond my HT range and a nice clear signal.  This is cool, I 

thought.  I made that contact and then went on to the next, and, 

wow, there was Tennesseeñthis rig and antenna seem to be 

working well; not only can I hear them, but they can actually hear 

me!  I guess my set-up and grounding and mic and tuner and every-

thing work after all.  I was still struggling a bit with the exchange (a 

number changes for every contact), but getting into it.  Then I dug 

a Virginia station out of the ether.  That was my DX for the day, I 

thought, and fitting since I grew up there.  But I followed that with 

a couple in Louisiana, and then took a break.  I was excited to be 

talking so clearly to people thousands of miles away with just a 

little electrical power and a wire on my roof.  And excited that it 

all worked. 

 

Later I came back and Hawaii was on the air, and my day was com-

plete.  As with most things, the more I tried it the easier it got (to 

operate, not necessarily to pull distant stations out of the air).  So 

donõt let all that equipment just sit there in your shackñjump on 

and PTT in a contest, even if itõs just for a few minutes and a hand-

ful of contacts.  It might get your juices going for more extended 

operations, or, who knows, maybe even for adding some new 

equipment.    Bob, KE6IUE  

HF ContestingñGetting My Feet  Wet    

Official ARRL Field Day ResultsñEB Section 

 
# Call Score Cat QSOs Pwr GOTA  People  Club 

1 W6CUS 5,930 3A 1,479 2 WS6V 20 East Bay ARC 

2 K6TS 4,450 4A 1,457 2 K6CKT 12 

Livermore AR 

Klub 

3 W6V 4,320 4AB 439 5   11 

Friends Of The 

045 Repeater 

4 W6CO 3,316 7A 691 2 KO6FR 23 Silverado ARS 

5 KU6S 2,901 2A 1,355 1 AE6YN 50 South Bay ARA 

6 K6A  2,712 4A 499 2 WW6OR  51 ORCA  

7 NN6MI 2,328 3E 503 2   30   

8 W6CX 2,182 2A 723 2   27 Mt Diablo ARC 

9 KB6EOC 2,066 1F 533 2   23 Benicia ARC 

10 K6QLF 1,392 3A 105 2 KF6UVB 32 ARC of Alameda 

11 W6VVR 1,192 1A 191 2   10 Vaca Valley RC 

12 NB6GC 930 3A 240 2   7 Hornet ARC 

13 K6RJP 630 1E 240 1   1   

14 W6VOM 530 2F 195 2   5 Alameda Co OES 

15 N6RO 518 1D 326 1   1   

16 AB6S 470 1B1 210 2   1   

17 K6ORI 455 2AB 21 5   3 

Orinda Radio 

Interest Group 

18 K6JRA/R 420 1B1 85 2   1   

19 NO6X 264 1E 101 1   1   

20 KS6M 238 1E 44 2   1   

21 N1MMY 205 1B 11 5   1   

22 AG6RF 176 1C 38 2   1   

23 KF6IIU 82 1C 16 2   1   

http://www.arrl.org/contests/soapbox/?con_id=176&call=K6TS
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     November 7, 2009 Simulated Emergency Test  Report  

The annual Simulated Emergency Test (SET) is an exercise of the 

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES), an activity of the 

American Radio Relay League (ARRL). ARES only requires regis-

trants to have a valid amateur radio license and the sincere desire 

to serve in response to an emergency. 

 

This year, thirty ham radio operators [24 ORCA members and 6 

guests] participated in a Simulated Emergency Test (SET) in Oak-

land on November 7, responding to three served agencies: the 

cities of Oakland and Piedmont and the American Red Cross.  

 

                          2009 SET Roster  
NAME                   CALL   NAME          CALL  

John KI6EWY   Paul  KA6GEM 

Coleen KI6HWJ  Madeleine AF6NL 

Elizabeth KI6JJR  Per AF6SW 

Mike KB9EWP  Cass KI6TUQ 

George W6BUR  Michael KI6TYV 

Jim N6SSB  Bob KE6IUE 

Bruce KI6CYT  Jonathan KI6QNT 

David KI6AWR  Elizabeth K0EAH 

Alan KF6GYW  Randy KA6BQF 

Rose K6LEZ  Jesse KB6LPB 

Huib KI6QCE  David WB6NER 

John KS6M  Selma KG6SXJ 

John KG6EZX  Peter  KO6R 

Art  KI6LED  Tom KG6MAC 

Michael-John KF6YRG  Mark N6RCG 

 

 

Initially, all participating radio operators attended a briefing at the 

Oakland Office of Emergency Services and then deployed to des-

ignated locations coordinating radio communications via an ARES 

resource net using the ORCA 2-Meter repeater, WB6NDJ. Radio 

operators in the OES RACES Communications Room acted as 

Resource and Tactical Net Controllers. 

 

Eight mobile teams, three of which were tracked using an Auto-

matic Position Reporting System (APRS®) first responded to 

simulated Red Cross shelter locations and exchanged messages 

on tactical nets with hams at the Red Cross Disaster Operations 

Center in Oakland. Messages also traveled between the City of 

Piedmont and the Red Cross. The mobile hams used two other 

tactical nets for the City of Oakland as they inspected and tested 

amateur radio equipment installed at city fire stations.   

 

 

One goal of the SET was to simulate the passing of formal 

(written) message traffic. The hams on both ends of the ex-

changes between the mobile teams and the Red Cross were 

asked to write down the messages they received. Those mes-

sages were designed to challenge the operators. The Red Cross 

traffic was passed in simplex frequency mode, with mobile teams 

limited to the rigs and antennas they had with them in their vehi-

cles at the simulated shelter sites.   

 
                

    

    John, K6SM 

    ARES DEC 

Jim, N6SSBñSET Resource Net Control Operator     Photo KS6M. 

APRS® Monitoring Station in OES RACES Room     Photo KS6M. 

Jesse, KB6LPB (left) and Michael-John, KF6YRG (right) at the SET 

Command Resource Net Position -OES RACES Room-Photo KS6M 



  

 

Amateur Radio Club of Alameda meets 7:00 PM at 

 431 Stardust Place on Alameda Point. 

East Bay Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at the 

 Salvation Army, 4600 Appian Way, El Sobrante. 

Hayward Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 1401 West Winton    Ave. in 

Hayward behind Hayward Fire Station 6, next to the Hay-

ward Air National Guard Base. 

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at 

 Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. 

Monthly events 
 

1st  Wednesday       Oakland Digital Net - 7:30 PM  

          442.400 MHz (+) PL77 

1st Saturday ORCA General Membership Meeting 

1st Sunday Livermore Swap Meet (closed in winter) 

2nd Friday East Bay Amateur Radio Club 

2nd Saturday Electronics Flea Market in Sunnyvale 

  (closed in winter) 

3rd Friday Hayward Radio Club 

3rd Friday Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 

4th Friday Amateur Radio Club of Alameda 

ORCA on the web: 

ww6or.com and 

groups.yahoo.com/ 

group/orca_races/ 
The ORCA NewsLetter is usually published monthly. Any articles can 

be used with attribution.  

Please submit materials for the Dec 5, 2009 issue by November 25 to 

the Editor; Davidõs email address: wb6ner@arrl.net  . Thanks 

again! 

Weekly Nets 
 Sunday  VHF NTS Net 

  7:30 PM  145.110 (-) PL82.5 

 Mondays EBARC 

  7:30 PM  10M òExplore Netó 28.425 MHz, USB 

 Thursdays Alameda Emergency Preparedness 

  7:00 PM  444.575 MHz (+) PL 88.5  

 Thursdays NALCO ARES/RACES 

  7:15 PM  440.900 MHz (+) PL 131.8 

 Thursdays  Oakland ARES/RACES Net   

  7:30 PM  146.880 MHz ( -) PL 77  

ORCA Officers and Board Directors  
  President: David Otey WB6NER  

  Vice President Jim Duarte N6SSB 

  Secretary Mike Calvillo KB9EWP  

  Treasurer Tom Tazelaar KG6MAC  

  Director: John Artim KI6EWY  

  Director: Elizabeth Brashers KI6JJR 

  Director: Dave Clemes AE6PX  

  Director: Michael Hole KG6DER  

  Director: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 

   

 Ex-Officio Directors: 

  RACES RO Per Brashers AF6SW  

  ARES DEC John Rabold KS6M 

  WW6OR Trustee Jim Tiemstra K6JAT  

  N6ORC Trustee Michael Hole KG6DER 

  WB6NDJ Trustee David Otey WB6NER  

 December Meeting:  2010 ORCA  
Program/Activities Calendar Planning - 
- Plenary and Breakout Sessions�³ Everyone Participates  

ARRL Pacific Division Officers:  
  Director: Bob Vallio W6RGG  - w6rgg@arrl.org 

  Vice Director: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT  - k6jat@arrl.org 

  East Bay Section Manager: James Latham AF6AQ  

  af6aq@arrl.org  - http://www.eastbaysectionarrl.org/ 

 

ORCA 

P.O. Box 21305 

Oakland, CA 94620-1305 


