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   Inside this issue:  

   Presidentõs Corner 

   ORCA Calendar - August 2009  
1st - 2nd - ARRL UHF Contest 

 

4th - National Night Out 

 

15th - 16th - ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest 

July 30: Adele Louise KE6HKY  

Aug 06:  

Aug 13:  

Aug 20:  

Aug 27:  

Sep 03:  

Sep 10:   

   Weekly Net Control  

   Special points  

The next meeting will be on the first Saturday, August 1st , 9:00 AM  at Fire Station #1, Media Room,  

1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland. 

 July 2009 

It is always amazing to think about how much 

òstuffõ can be crammed into a 36 hour time 

frame.  Whether it is a whirlwind cross 

country visit, a long distance bike ride held at 

some remote locale or participating in ORCAõs 

2009 Field Day activities it is fun to sit back 

after the fact and wonder òDid I really do 

tható? 

 

From the opening of the gate 

on Friday afternoon to the 

locking of same on a hot 

Sunday, the Sequoia Arena was 

a beehive of activity. Sorting, 

stringing, adjusting, pitching, 

tuning, cooking, eating, 

hydrating, operating, more 

adjusting, visiting, sleeping, 

more operating, and finally 

tearing down kept us all busy 

with all aspects of  hands on 

radio. A time lapse camera 

from a birdõs eye view would 

make for a very interesting video! We could 

post it on YouTube on slow scan TV!  Tech 

folks---is that a feasible, doable endeavor?  

Might be fun! Our point total at this time is 

unknown and the tallying will take a bit of time.  

But with new techniques, finely tuned old ones, 

new operating modes and other experiments, I 

am sure our score will close to our personal 

best! 

 

We left the area as we found it and perhaps 

even a little more tidy.  A hearty thanks to the 

city of Oakland and the Metropolitan 

Horsemenõs Association for the use of the 

Sequoia Arena in the Oakland Hills. And, a round 

of applause to all ORCA members who helped 

make Field Day 2009 a rousing and enjoyable 

success! 

 

August 2009  

 

Was it really a month ago?  Field Day that is.  

Seems like a hundred years have 

passed yet it feels like it was just 

yesterday.  The tally is in and we 

will know the results in a few 

days. Regardless of the final 

òscoreó I am sure Field Day 2009 

will earn a ò10ó on all participants 

score cards.  I reassembled my rig 

in record time and was back on 

the CW waves the first part of 

July. Instead of staring at the bleak 

news headlines with my  

 

I managed to have a very radio 

active weekend very recently. Boy was that fun! 

On Saturday I heeded the call and joined the 

morning coffee I now head to shack (with 

K92PAW assisting) and  tap out as many QSOõs 

as I can in those early morning hours. Keeps me 

in practice and it is a lot of fun to boot! 

 

HORNET Amateur Radio Club Splashdown 2009 

festivities: Although the bands were rough we 

managed to garner quite a few CW and voice 

continued , page 2 

Field Day Report     Pg 2 

Field Day Pictures  Pgs  

    4 &5  

Meeting Program        

D-Star Systems Re-

viewed by Tim Barrett, 

K6BIV  

September Meeting ñon 

2nd Saturday, 9/10!   
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   Presidentõs Corner     (Continued from page 1) 

continued on page 3 continued on page 3 

contacts.  There was a terrific crowd on hand to hear Buzz Aldrin 

speak about his moon landing experience and his life after that 

monumental event. A memorable day for all in attendance, both in 

person and on the air!  I am looking forward to many more 

operating opportunities aboard the USS HORNET. Thanks to Ken, 

KO6NO, Dennis, K6KRV, Jon, K6ZKI, and Byron, KG6UOB, for 

providing a great radio shack and good company!   

 

A VE session was held on Fire Station 1 on Sunday morning and I 

am glad to report there was a great turnout of test takers and VEõs 

to make the day go by smoothly. There were approximately 25 

potential hams and upgrade candidates and it was very gratifying 

seeing the vast majority pass the exam and get their ticket!  A round 

of applause to the VE team that helped welcome these new hams 

into the wonderful world of amateur radio!  

 

Whew! That was a lot radio activity in such short time!  A lot of 

hands on fun!!!  And the great thing is to know there will plenty of 

opportunities in the near future to get your hands busy!   Hope to 

see you out there!  73 , Dave  AE6PX  

4th  of July Fire Patrol Wrap Up  

It was a great event! As usual the dedicated volunteers im-

pressed the Fire staff and the Police; everybody was enthusiastic 

about our group.  The turnout was a bit late arriving, [causing 

some unexpected stress on the event organizers] but neverthe-

less in the end all the participants were available.  

 

Let me share a few thoughts on individual preparation for the 

event. Although materials and ICS forms for participants were 

distributed via email at least 24 hours in advance to print and 

review, there were shortfalls in reviewing the materials in ad-

vance and bringing copies for use when deployed. Going for-

ward, we all need to work together more effectively to assure 

that all information and resources are on hand at the required 

time.  

 

CORE/MON was a HUGE help, we want to work more on how 

to incorporate them in our daily lives.  They not only provided 

drivers, and in many cases even the car. They also had roving 

patrols in their own neighborhoods, and had the fire works hot-

line info at hand too.   

 

Experimental modes were partially successful. We worked on 

APRS mapping and messaging for this outing. There were great 

preparation efforts in the dayõs leading up to the event by John, 

KS6M, Jim, N6SSB, and John KI6EWY, as they all worked to-

gether to set up a series of digipeaters for the event.  The net-

work worked brilliantly.  Thanks guyõs!   Also a special thanks to 

Doug Moser for coordinating and running the GMRS relay net.   

 

What was less successful was the GIS.  The software did not 

operate in the manner we needed, we also had to do manual 

triggering of position reports, we had ghost operators listed in 

impossible locations, and we were not able to get 2-way com-

munications to work as smoothly as desired.  Also of note, the 

radios were not programmed quite right, and will need further 

investigation.  But the learning was great, and we have already 

started on repairs for the next event.  One other goal for this 

event was training of new staff. We are pleased to report that 

this was huge success. These operators appear to be ready for 

future deployments.   

 

Thank you to all those radio operators from other jurisdictions 

[Canyon and Alameda] for coming to the aid of Oakland RACES. 

From a message passing point of view, we were on scene for 

two real events, both of which were handled with true profes-

sionalism. 

 

Many thanks to the staff who volunteered: 

Incident Commander(s):   KB9EWP, Mike & KI6JJS, Per   

Resource Net:   KI6EWY,  John Aritm  

Tactical net:          WB6NER, David & K6LEZ, Rose     

CORE/MON Liaison: Doug Mosher     

APRS net control:     N6SSB, Jim Duarte 

 

   RACES Notes  

Station Characteristics  
Call Used: K6A  

GOTA Station Call: WW6OR  

ARRL/RAC Section: EB 

Class: 4A  

Participants: 51 [23 ORCA Members; 28 Guests] 

Club/Group Name: ORCA  

Power Source(s): Generator, Battery, Solar  

Power Multiplier: 2X  

 

 

Bonus Points:   

Description  Points  

100% Emergency power 400 

Media Publicity 100 

Set-up in Public Place 100 

Information Booth 100 

NTS message to ARRL SM/SEC 100 

W1AW Field Day Message 100 

Natural power QSOs completed 100 

Site Visit by invited elected official 100 

Youth participation   80 

  Youth operators=4 

  Youth participants=4  

GOTA Bonus   0 

Submitted via the Web   50 

Educational activity 100 

Total Bonus Points  1,330 

   Field Day Report to ARRL  
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September  

12th - Monthly Meeting - 2nd Saturday due to Labor Day Holiday 

12th - 13th - ARRL VHF QSO Party 

19th - 20th ARRL 10 GHz and Up contest 

 

October  

3rd - Annual Meeting - Elections to Board 

3rd - 4th - CA QSO Party 

25th - ORCA/EBARC/ARCA VE Session 

27th - Board Meeting - 6PM Kerry House on Piedmont Ave. 

 

November  

7th - Monthly Meeting 

7th - SET - Tentative  

7th - 8th - ARRL Sweepstakes (CW) 

21st - 22nd - ARRL Sweepstakes (Phone) 

 

December  

4th - 6th - ARRL 160 Meter Contest 

5th - Monthly Meeting 

8th - Holiday Dinner - To be confirmed 

12th - 13th - ARRL 10 Meter Contest 

 

ñññññññ2010ñññññññññ 

January 

9th - Monthly Meeting - 2nd Saturday due to New Years Holiday 

24th - ORCA/EBARC/ARCA VE Session - 9am at Oakland EOC 

26th - Board Meeting - Place & time to be confirmed 

 

February  

6th - Monthly Meeting 

 

March  

6th - Monthly Meeting 
 

April  

3rd - Monthly Meeting  

25th -  ORCA/EBARC/ARCA VE Session - 9am at Oakland EOC 

We completed our Tech Class Summer session on Saturday 

25th.   The new format   covers all the required material in a two 

week period and seems to have been well received by the stu-

dents.  We had students from Alameda, Oakland, Walnut Creek 

and even Sacramento!!   Not all of them could take advantage of 

the VE session on Sunday, but the 12 students who did all 

passed the exam, including 10 year old Adam Ames from Ala-

meda.  Listen out for him on the net soon!    

Look out for our General Class in the Fall!  

     73, David, KI6AWR . 

Score Summary  
  CW  Digital  Phone Total  

Total QSOs  172 20 307   

Total Points  344 40 307 691 

 
Claimed Score - QSOs = 1,382 

Combined Score =  2,712 

Band/Mode QSO Breakdown:  
  CW  Digital  Phone  

  Qso Pwr Qso Pwr Qso Pwr 

160m             

80m 56 100 8 100     

40m 61 100     25 100 

20m 18 100 12 100 110 100 

15m 37 100     88 100 

10m         14 100 

6m         46 100 

2m         12 100 

GOTA         12 100 

Total  172   20   307   

 

4th  of July Fire Patrol Wrap Up  

Mobile Patrols:  

(2 shifts) Elizabeth Haycock with KI6AWR, David   

Christa Boyce with KE6IUE, Bob  

Tom Love with KG6RZQ, Jim  

Tom Love with KI6JJR , Elizabeth  

Barbara Goldenberg with KE6HKY, Adele Louise 

Nick Vigilante with KI6TZD, Dusty  

Nick Vigilante with W6UAB, Mike  

Stan Weisner with KI6QNT, Jonathan 

Audrey Colman with KE6IUE, Bob  

Lynne Zeller with KI6QNT, Jonathan  

Bill Harmon with KF6YRG, Michael-John  

   RACES Notes  (Continued from page 2)     ORCA Calendar  

   Field Day Report (Continued from page 2) 

   Education & Training News  



  

 

Page 4 ORCA NewsLetter  Vol. 14, Issues 7&8 


