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   Inside this issue:  

   Presidentõs Corner 

   ORCA Calendar - June 2009  
6th - Monthly Meeting 

 

13th -14th - ARRL VHF QSO Party 

 

27th -28th - Field Day - Setup on Friday afternoon, the 26th  

 June 04: Margery KF6GTT  

June 11: Mike KB9EWP  

June 18: Adele KE6HKY  

June 25: Elizabeth KI6JJR 

July 02: Per KI6JJS 

July 09:  

July 16:  

July 23:  

July 30: 

Aug 06:  

   Net Control  

   Special points  

   of interest:  

The next meeting will be on the first Saturday, June 6th, 9:00 AM  at Fire Station #1, Media Room,  

1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland. 

 I am an advocate of the òJust Soó philosophy 

(especially during the ITE era) and so when it 

comes to changes and upgrades I become a 

little skeptical and reluctant.  A couple of new 

gizmos I recently obtained (with a fair amount 

of kicking and screaming) have me rethinking 

my stance.  One is a new leaf blower.  The old 

one had been repaired once (for a tidy sum) 

and it gave way to old age.  The 

new one cost just about the 

same as the repair and not only 

is much quieter and lighter, it 

has a real slick trigger throttle!  

Makes cleaning up that much 

more fun.   

 

Another is my new cell phone 

(+).  My old one was dropped 

into a pool of water by some 

clumsy oaf and was dying a slow 

and annoying death.  I finally bit 

the bullet and got a new device 

on the cheap (read free) and am quite 

impressed with its capabilities and applications.  

For those of you who are way ahead on the 

tech curve I may sound very 20th century but 

this 3G business is nothing short of amazing.  I 

can say without irony that I donõt know how I 

ever lived without it.  And so it goes with 

more and more devices.  Reliance on satellites 

and other electronic conveyances is so 

commonplace that we truly may never be able 

to live without them again.  And there is the 

possible rub. 

 

Something that happened in 1859 comes to 

mind.  An astronomer named Richard Carrington 

was observing the solar surface and noticed a 

rather large event occurring. The òGranddaddy 

òof all solar flares was erupting.  It would take 

17.6 hours for those angry electrons to reach the 

earthõs atmosphere and when they did the effects 

were world wide and dramatic.  Blood red skies 

were reported in New York.  White clouds at 

night were seen in New Orleans and 

newspapers could be read by the 

glow.  And, more interestingly, 

telegraph lines, the 3G mode of the 

time, were affected around the 

globe.  Most were disabled 

completely and those still operating 

were reduced to slow speed 

transmission.  Oddly, some lines, 

energized by the solar blast, were 

able to operate long distances 

without the need of their battery 

power!  Eventually communication 

was brought back to normal, but the 

cost in dollars caused by the disruption was 

staggering. 

 

There was no You Tube or cell phone video 

camera to record this occurrence, now known as 

the Carrington Effect.  We have to rely on 

human eye-witnesses and artistsõ renditions 

reported in the print newspapers of the time.  A 

pretty big deal by all accounts. What would (will) 

happen if a solar flare the magnitude of the 1859 

event erupts and heads toward earth?  Think of 

the thousands of earth orbiting satellites on 

which we have become so reliant.  Would their 

circuits be fried in the instant the  
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solar storm hit the fringe of the  atmosphere?   

 

Communications and everyday life as we have come to know it 

would at least be disrupted, if not destroyed.  The cost would be 

in the trillions of dollars.  An interesting concept to ponder. 

The much awaited switch to digital is finally set to take place on 

June 12.  I grumpily set up a conversion box recently and must 

say I am very pleased with the ease of the switch and the new 

reception!  Maybe there is something to these new fangled de-

vices after all!  One downside not mentioned.  No more TV 

bands on your radio.  Onward and upward I suppose. 

 

Speaking of onward and upwardñField Day 2009 is almost upon 

us!  ORCA will hold its Field Day event at the beautiful Sequoia 

Arena in the Oakland Hills, courtesy of the City of Oakland and 

the Metropolitan Horsemenõs Association.  Preparations will be 

begin on Friday, June 26 with operations running from 11:00 AM 

June 27 to 11:00 AM June 28.  This yearõs Field Day will have a 

variety of new wrinkles and, if past events are any indication, a 

good time is guaranteed for all.  Our June 6th  monthly meeting 

(to be held in the OES meeting room at FS 1 at 9:00 AM) will be 

devoted to Field Day planning.  All ORCA members are encour-

aged to participate in Field Day, at whatever level your time al-

lowsñno prior experience necessary.  It is truly the time for 

hands on training and learning.  Hope to see you all then! 

 

PS  There is a new òradiomanó in training at my QTH.  Although 

he may never take the place of K91PAW, his recent appearance 

on the scene is encouraging and welcome.  He is taking the first 

steps in getting his òK9ó Tech license and seems to have the 

òknackó.  I will keep you posted! 

 

PPS ITE (In This Economy). The new catch phrase! 

                                                                

      73, Dave AE6PX  

 RACES Notes  

July 4th Fire Patrol  

As you may know, this is one of the two planned ôtrainingõ acti-

vations allowed for RACES annually.  We have very few oppor-

tunities to practice the skills and procedures related to how a 

real RACES activation event will unfold.  So, we hope that all 

operators in the RACES system will make the effort to partici-

pate in this event.   

 
To make it more interesting and a better learning experience, 

the following elements are being added to this yearõs plan:  inclu-

sion of CORE members in non-operator aid positions; addition 

of APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting System) tracking, including 

APRStt (touch tone) and APRS messaging; enforcement of 

RACES-to-RACES communication protocols; and, if we have 

enough interested parties, adding 222 MHz digital messaging 

from a select number of locations.   

 
Look for updates and guidebooks to come out over the next 

few weeks.  In the meantime, reacquaint yourself with the Ala-

meda County òInstant Traineró Emergency Manual  

www.ww6or.com/Alameda_ARES-RACES_Instant_Trainer.pdf 
(but please be aware the City EC and other references are 

probably outdated é.as this edition is dated January 1, 2000).  

and the Fire Patrol section of the Oakland RACES Ops Manual.  

 www.ww6or.com  (The direct link is down so search using the 

RACES Info tab on the site). 

 

Both are available through the ORCA main website. 

 

APRStt  

APRS From a Handheld, With No Added Equipment  

Google APRStt and you will get some very interesting results.  

Here is a short summary.  If you use the DTFM (dual-tone multi-

frequency) feature (used to trigger the voice recorder on 

WB6NDJ) to signal an approximate position, we can get to 

within a few blocks of your location on our mapping software in 

mere milliseconds.  All it takes is a bit of programming, a stan-

dard Thomas Guide map book, and a few seconds of sending a 

message.  Voila! We will have your approximate position, and 

then can feed position-appropriate information back to you!  

This system is under active development in Oaklandñany volun-

teers willing to help lead the project to completion are greatly 

welcomed.   

   Per, KI6JJS, RACES Officer 

 

http://www.ww6or.com/Alameda_ARES-RACES_Instant_Trainer.pdf
http://www.ww6or.com
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July 

4th Fire Patrol - Patrol times & routes to be confirmed 

11th - 12th - IARU HF World Championship 

26th - ORCA/EBARC/ARCA VE Session - 9am at Oakland EOC 

28th - Board Meeting - 6PM Kerry House on Piedmont Ave. 

 

August  

1st - Monthly Meeting 

1st - 2nd - ARRL UHF Contest 

4th - National Night Out 

15th - 16th - ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest 

 

September  

12th - Monthly Meeting - 2nd Saturday due to Labor Day Holiday 

12th - 13th - ARRL VHF QSO Party 

19th - 20th ARRL 10 GHz and Up contest 

 

October  

3rd - Annual Meeting - Elections to Board 

3rd - 4th - CA QSO Party 

25th - ORCA/EBARC/ARCA VE Session 

27th - Board Meeting - 6PM Kerry House on Piedmont Ave. 

 

November  

7th - Monthly Meeting 

7th - SET - Tentative  

7th - 8th - ARRL Sweepstakes (CW) 

21st - 22nd - ARRL Sweepstakes (Phone) 

 

December  

4th - 6th - ARRL 160 Meter Contest 

5th - Monthly Meeting 

8th - Holiday Dinner - To be confirmed 

12th - 13th - ARRL 10 Meter Contest 

 (This article was originally written in 2008, updated in 2009.) 

 

It has been proven time and again that in an emergency situation 

that you will fall back on your training, and Field Day is one of the 

many training opportunities that are available throughout the 

year. One of the main goals of Field Day is to test our ability to 

take an empty field and turn it into a fully functional Communica-

tions Center, able to deliver messages wherever they need to go. 

The scoring is structured to encourage Hams to practice setting 

up without any existing infrastructure and be 100% self sufficient, 

which is something that may be needed if an emergency arises. If 

you have not made it our to the Friday afternoon setup, it is a 

great time to learn whole new 

aspects of Ham Radio. As an 

extra bonus, it is a great deal 

of fun! 

 

When a disaster strikes, the 

first thing that you are to do 

is make sure you and your 

family are safe. This means 

that before you can setup the 

100% self sufficient Communi-

cations Center, you need to 

make sure you are 100% self 

sufficient and able to take care 

of your basic needs, having 

everything you MUST have to get through a day. In preparation 

for this, you should have an emergency kit that will allow you to 

live out of it for three or more days. In addition to our radio 

equipment and operating skills, Field Day is a perfect opportunity 

to "field test" your emergency kit! If you are planning on staying 

over Friday and/or Saturday night, bring along your emergency kit 

and live out of it for the weekend and see if you have forgotten to 

include some essential item you did not think of when you put it 

together. Now is the best time to do it, when you can run down 

to the corner store to pick up the toothbrush you had not 

thought to include. 

 

If you've not yet assembled an emergency kit, there are a number 

of resources, including the Red Cross, Salvation Army and AAA, 

to find ideas for some of the basic items that should be in every 

kit. Since I commute over a bridge 5 days a week, I included AAA 

as a source as there is a good chance that I'll be living out of my 

car for a few days. There are stories that right after the 1989 

Loma Prieta earthquake there were a significant number of com-

muters that were not able to get back home for 24 or more 

hours, so think about that when assembling a kit. An important 

thing to include is a "comfort" item or two. You'll be under a 

great deal of stress when you need to use the kit during an emer-

gency, so a comfort item can help reduce the stress. In my kit I've 

included a little camp pillow, which makes sleeping that much 

easier. It also has a very amusing pattern on it that makes me 

smile every time I see it. Ask me about it at Field Day and I'll 

show it to you. I hope to see you there and on the air! 

Michael KG6DER  

   Reasons to Join Field Day     ORCA Calendar  
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               Field Day 2009 ð June 26 - 28 

                Task/Time/Fun Optimize r  

 

Date/Time Area/Task 

Lead(s) + 

Added 

Support 

Tasks / 
Times #  

Pre-Event Read FD Rules All   

Pre-Event Select Site AE6PX  

Pre-Event 

Site Approvals 

MHA Liaison 
Site Access 

  

Pre-Event 
Administration 

Media Release 
  

ORCA 

METTING 
Saturday  

JUNE 6 

Get Trustee Appr. 
for use of WW6OR 

Callsignï[K6JAT] 

Draw Site Layout 
Site Stations -  

HF 1, 2, 3-(CW) 

GOTA, VHF/UHF 
Set Exchange ?A  

Site Antennas 
 

 

 

PLANNING 

&   DIALOG  
 

 

ORCA 

METTING 
Saturday  

JUNE 6 

Set Other Areas 

Kitchen, Camping  
Public Info Desk 

with Guest Book 

Appoint PIO 
Survey for #s of 

Hams eating 

various FD Meals 
 

 

 

PLANNING 

&  DIALOG  
 

ALL  

 

Sat June 6 

 

Site Visit Review 
FD Setup 

Team 
Site Design 

Sat June 20 
Rockridge Café 

Breakfast 

FD Setup 

Team 
Logistics 

 

FRIDAY  

 Site Preparation 

 FRIDAY  

June 26 

Midday 
 Obtain Gate Keys   

4PM-8PM 

Initial Site Setup 

Set Event Signage 
Set Antenna Lines 

Get Radios/Ant 

Run Coax - Tx/Rx 
Set Generator 

Lay DC Cables 

Test Log Network 
Check Kitchen & 

Arena Electrical 

Pizza for Crew 
 

 

SITE 

SETUP 

TEAM  
 

 

 

7PM-8PM 
 

Setup Camp Tents   

8PM-10PM 
Field Day Story 

Telling 
Campers  

 10PM-6AM 1000 QSOs Dream Campers Sleep 
 

SATURDAY 

JUNE 27 

 

AM ï Finish Prep  SATURDAY  

 

6AM-7AM 

 

Get out of the sack Campers Wake-up 

7AM-8AM Breakfast 

 

KG6MAC  

 

 

Filler-up 

 

 
8AM-

11AM 
 

Finish Radio 

Setups 
ALL  

 
Power-up 

 
 

Date/Time Area/Task 

 Lead(s) 

+ Added 

Support 

Tasks / 
Times #  

 

SATURDAY 

 
Start Operations  SATURDAY  

11:00 AM 
CQ -CQ ïCQ -

FD K6A- EB 
Letôr Rip! Launch 

11AM-2PM Op Period #1 
Operators 

& Stations 
OP  #1 

2PM-5PM Op Period #2 
Operators 
& Stations 

OP  #2 

5PM-7PM 
FD Barbeque for 

Hams & Fams 

See RSVP 

List 
OP  #3 

8PM-10PM Op Period #4 
Operators 
& Stations 

OP  #4 

10PM-12AM Op Period #5 
Operators 

& Stations 
OP  #5 

 

SUNDAY 

June 28 
 

Rush to Finish  SUNDAY 

12AM-6AM 
Generator Off 

Camp Sleeps 

Operators 

& Stations 

More QSO 

Dreams 

6AM-7AM Get out of the sack Campers 

 

Wake-Up 

 

7AM-8AM Breakfast  

KG6MAC 

& Support 

Campers 

OP  #6 

8AM-11AM 

Final Rush for 

Contacts/Points 

 

Operators  OP  #7 

11AM 
Operator Round 
Table ï The Good, 

Bad and Ugly Etc 

Operators  
Have Liquid 

Break 

11:30 AM ï 

1:00 PM 

Site Tear Down  

Team  arrives to 
assist Contesters 

Safety First ï 

Preserve Radios & 
Antennas 

All Hams  

1:00 PM or 

when SDT 
is complete 

Distribute Field 

Day Pins!!!! Sign 
FD Pin Roster  

All Field 

Day 
Operators 

 

1:00 PM ++ 
Final Walk of Site 

to check for stuff! 
Everyone  

1:30 PM ++ 
Secure Gate & 
return Keys to 

MHA 

AE6PX 73, Folks 

Post Ops 
Compile Station 

Logs for Reports 
WB6NER Post Ops #1 

Post Ops 
Submit FD Report 

to ARRL by 7/ 24 
WB6NER Post Ops #2 

 
 

 

Wrap Up 

 

Outdoor activities, and especially overnight stays, demand good 

personal preparation. Weather can vary considerably over a 

day/night cycle, so dress for high and low temperatures.  Think 

Safety, with use of safety glasses, gloves, and even a hard hat for 

antenna work.  Bring plenty of liquids, Sun screen and a first-aid 

kit. Donõt forget prescribed medications!!  Also, think Team-

Worké and the time will pass quickly, safely and be 

remembered as a learning and fun experience!  



  

 

   ORCA Field Day Directions, June 27 -28, 2009 
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