
 

 

The next meeting will be on the first Saturday, October 6th, 9:00 AM at Fire Station 1 media room,  

1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland.  
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There has been a bit of a lull in radio 

activity in the last 3 weeks or so. But 

that does not mean that ORCA is not 

humming -buzzing along!  Taking a 

breather can be a good thing.  

It lets one take a look back in 

satisfaction and peek forward 

with anticipation.  

So letõs look back briefly.  Field 

Day 2007 was a great success 

and a lot of fun. Thanks to all 

who helped out on the July 4 

Fire Patrol.  Learning is doing 

and doing is learning!  Echo 

and repeater repair and 

maintenance took up a good 

chunk of August.  Many thanks 

to all those who lent their time, hands, 

and elbow grease!  Licensing classes have 

begun with near sellout attendance 

which means a new batch of hams will 

hit the airwaves in a month or so!  

Looking forward ---the annual meeting, to 

be held on October 6, 2007 at Fire Station 

#1 at 9:00 am, has always been a lesson 

in democracy and this year will be no 

different.  Please plan to attend and 

participate in the nominating and voting 

process. 

The November SET is shaping up to be a 

repeat of last yearõs successful exercise 

and all are encouraged to join in on the 

fun.  

On a personal note I am getting closer and 

closer to upsetting my òjust soó station by 

installing a new and improved HF 

antenna.  Window shopping, catalog 

thumbing and day dreaming 

can be fun and quite 

informative.  The way I figure, I 

should be nearly ready to go by 

the peak of the next sunspot 

cycle!  Until then, well, just so 

is just fine, and fun!  

And now a look in the further 

future!  Scientists have recently 

and accidentally discovered that 

radio frequencies can be used to 

burn salt water, making every 

ocean, sea and bay a potential 

fuel tank.  Hmmm.  Now if ORCA members 

can put their collective and abundant wit 

together we could probably figure out a 

way to make that effective incendiary 

frequency on or near 146.880 (or 442.400 

for high test). We could increase our 

operating power to about 200,000 KW and 

turn the bay into a vast fuel depot!  That 

idea probably needs a little refinement but 

I will bet you a nickel that someone out 

there is busy trying to perfect the RF 

propelled vehicle.  But the question will 

beñwhat will they charge for the correct 

frequency?  And what will they charge for 

the water? Time will tell!!  

 See you òout thereó and on the air!    

    73   Dave 
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Bailey -Gates, KA6GEM who will be addressing the very 

important topics of HTs, repeaters and battery power.    

________________________________________________ 

TECHNICIAN CLASS BEGINS!  

By David, KI6AWR  

The first of the five week long EBARC/ORCA/ARCA 

Technician Class was held as planned on Tuesday 25 th  

September.  We had a total of 26 students with three 

additional students on our standby list who will be 

joining us for session number two.  

 

The photo above shows students at the beginning of class.  

See also if you can spot Tom, KG6MAC, Paul, KA6GEM, 

or Randy, KA6BQF.  Bob, KE6IUE (not visible in the 

photo) was checking people in at the desk at the back.  

The instructor for the first class was John Wood, N6JDW 

and he provided an introduction plus covered the basics of 

a radio station.  

This is good time to remind all that following the Tech 

class we will be holding a General class beginning 

October 30 th  2007.  The class will be held at the same 

location,  431 Stardust Place, Alameda, CA 94501.  For 

more details contact Bob Firehock, KE6IUE or David 

Haycock, KI6AWR.  

 

The photo above shows John with a part of his 

comprehensive show and tell ð no that wasnõt a mini ð 

flea market!  

The instructor for week two will be our very own Paul 

The California QSO Party, (CQP) starting at 1600 UTC 6 -

Oct & ending 2200 UTC 7 -Oct is the premier state QSO party 

held every year on the first weekend of October. The Northern 

California Contest Club ( NCCC) [use cntr+mouse click] has 

sponsored CQP since 1974.  CQP has traditionally opened the 

annual contest season by providing an opportunity for con-

testers to prepare for the ARRL November Sweepstakes since 

the format is similar. Stations outside of California , world-

wide, work stations in California only. The 58 counties of CA 

are the multipliers.    California stations work all stations in 

or out of CA, The 50 US states and 8 Canadian areas are the 

multipliers.   Stations outside of Canada and the US add to 

one's QSO total but do not count as multipliers.     

 

SET Reminder - November  

Our annual SET will take the place of the November monthly 

meeting, on Saturday, November 3 rd.  As usual it will begin 

with a resource net activation sometime between 0800 and 

0900, and finish with a late morning/early afternoon debrief.  

Keep that day free and look for more details as we get closer.  

Holiday Dinner - December  

Donõt forget to mark your calendars for the ORCA holiday din-

ner on Wednesday December 12 th.  Last yearõs venue, the ônewõ 

Pier 29 at Ballena Bay, is reserved for us starting at 6 pm that 

evening (dinner to be served around 7).  Menu and price details 

will be available soon.  

Pacificon  - October  

Brought to you by  the ARRL Pacific Division and the Mt 

Diablo  Amateur Radio Club (MDARC) this annual con-

vention will be held on October 19 -21 at the San Ramon 

Marriott.   Myriad classes and displays will be available 

to satisfy the tyro and old pro!   Plan to attend and see 

the latest innovations  in  ham radio as well as meet and 

greet fellow hams from all over the west!   A chance to 

place a face with a voi ce!   For further information visit 

www.pacificon.org . 

ARRL Dues Reminder  

If your ARRL renewal is up in the next several months, 

please consider renewing through ORCA. And, if you have-

nõt joined ARRL yet, please consider it and use your Club 

to do so. Just write a check to ORCA for the amount you 

would otherwise send the ARRL. We bundle the checks 

and send one payment to the ARRL, minus $2 per renewal 

($15 for new ARRL members) ñgive the Treasurer your 

check (or send it to the PO box) and we can put together a 

batch renewal.  If you have any questions, please contact 

the Treasurer, Bob KE6IUE.  


