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   ORCA Calendar 
Aug. 4th - Meeting topic T.B.D. 

July 4th - 2007 Oakland Hills Fire Patrol 

July 24th and October 27: 2007 ORCA Board Meetings - Kerry House; Piedmont Ave. 
                  at 41st Street.  
July 22nd and October 28: ORCA, EBARC and ARCA joint ARRL VEC Amateur  
       Radio Test Sessions at 0900 Local, 2nd floor conference room of the Kaiser 
       Building, 1950 Franklin, Oakland 

I am looking at the crystal ball, gazing at the 
future.  I see several events on the horizon for 
ORCA.  I need to fine tune the controls and 
make some early predictions 
on the upcoming festivities. 
 
I foresee a very pleasant      
weather pattern for the 
beautiful Sequoia Arena-not 
too cool-and not too hot-
just right!  I sense a couple 
of glitches that may arise but 
with further examination 
discover these stumbling 
blocks are  small and easily 
overcome, thanks to the 
preparation and "know how" of 
ORCA members.  I see a 
record number of contacts on 
all modes and a record number of participants 
and visitors.  I look more closely and see the 
collective SW meter hitting full bars and all          
RST reports are 5 9 9. 
 
Looking further into the distance I can see an 
event that revolves around July 4.  Although 
the details are murky at this time, I see that 
details and information will be forthcoming at 
the Field Day weekend and good participation 
is expected. 
 
My crystal ball is fading now and the images 
have gone blank.  I will be able to report 
further on these prognostications in the days 
to come! 

For those of you who have ever contemplated a 
career change or just plain challenge, here is 
your big chance!   The European Space Agency 

is looking for volunteers to 
make a simulated mission to 
Mars.  The "journey"  will last 
520 days, about the time it 
would take to get to  the Red 
Planet, explore and look 
around, and get back to            
Mother Earth.  The 
"Martianauts" will spend the 
time in a mock spacecraft and 
radio communication will be 
delayed 20 minutes in each 
direction for the sake of 
realism.  The pay is about 
$150.00 per day, but with no 
place to go and no place to 

spend it, it would be a pretty penny by the time 
you emerged from your capsule!.  The actual 
flight to Mars may come as early as 2030. 
Science fiction becomes science fact! 
 
On a somber yet joyous note, the memorial for 
Bill Hardy, KF6VOG/SK, was held at the            
Chapel of the Chimes on June 4, 2007.  An 
overflowing throng of friends, acquaintances,                             
relatives and co-workers celebrated Bill's life 
with laughter and tears, song and spoken word.       
73 Bill.  We will miss your mellifluous tones and 
your "can do" spirit. 
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��������������������� � 			Marin Century/Mt. Tam Double    
C Century Bike Ride 	

Amateur operators are being solicited for the Marin Century /
Mt. Tam Double Century bike ride on Saturday, August 
4.  Persons are needed to provide communications between 
the various rest stops, as ride alongs with SAG vehicles, or 
as SAG drivers. SAG vehicles will be tracked by APRS 
where possible.  This ride covers roads throughout Marin 
County and into southern Sonoma County.  Shifts are avail-
able throughout the day. 20 to 25 amateurs are needed to 
staff this event.  Event hours are 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. Contact 
Randy, KA6BQF for further information or to volunteer. 
ka6bqf@arrl.net 510-526-4089. 
  
Amateur operators are also being solicited for the Holstein 
Hundred bike ride on Saturday, August 18.  This ride covers 
roads in West Marin County and Southwest Sonoma 
County.  Shifts are available throughout the day.  Event 
hours are 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Persons are needed to provide 
communications between various rest stops, as ride along 
with SAG vehicles, or as SAG drivers.  This event is a bene-
fit for the West Marin Senior Center. Contact Randy, 
KA6BQF ka6bqf@arrl.net 510-526-4089 for more info. 

Well, we have journeyed forward in time and the future is 
now the past.  I am throwing out my crystal ball or at least 
returning it for a full refund!  My predictions were all 
wrong!  They were exceeded tenfold!!!  WOW!  What a great 
Field Day!!  Thanks to all especially the City of Oakland 
Parks and Recreation Department and the Metropolitan 
Horsemen's Association!     It was a blast and I know every-
one had a great time!  My brain was still  
.-. . . .-.. .. -. --. on Monday!    And the good thing is Field 
Day 2008 is only 363 days away! 
ps  I think we all were BITTEN BY THE BUG!!! 
73 es cu agn!       Dave AE6PX 
ps  ok!  364 days   Leap Year!    
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It's time again to check your calendar and volunteer for Ham 
Radio support of the Bike Against the Odds ride for breast 
cancer prevention. This year the event is on Sunday,  
September 16. Jobs include patrolling portions of the 30-100 
mile routes, rest stops, Net 
Control, and Lake Merritt or-
ganizer shadows. The 
event runs from 7 AM to 3 
PM (plus a little more for 

setup/teardown). 
You can choose full or 
half day time slots, and you 
can rotate through station-
ary/mobile assignments so nobody has to drive all day. A 
delicious organic lunch is provided to all volunteers. Non-
ham assignments such as registration, rest stop support and 
traffic directors (corner marshalls) are also available. 
 
Please contact Mike KB6MP to sign up (even if only tenta-
tively) mpompa@inbox.com 

��� ��������������
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sailor, expert model 
railroader, keen 
photographer and 
enthusiastic astronomer, 
and, on top of all that, an 
avid Ham radio operator. 
Bill was a Director of VHF 
Repeaters, Inc., and 
carried on as an ORCA 
Director after we merged 
VHF and ORCA in 2003. 
Always looking for ways he 
could help the Club and 
the hobby, Bill agreed to 

One sad note around Field Day 
was the absence of Bill Hardy, 
KF6VOG/SK, one of our most 
dedicated members. Bill started 
life in Boston, joined the Navy 
as a submariner during 
Vietnam, and settled in the Bay 
Area after his discharge from 
active duty. He was a hobbyist 
and gadgeteer extraorindaire, 
managing, in addition to a 
career as a stationary engineer 
and later union organizer, to 
become an accomplished 

become the Treasurer in 2005. His 
melodic bass was unmistakable on the 
air, a true ‘radio’ voice, and we will truly 
miss the sweet sounds of his weekly net 
check-in. A moment of silence was 
observed in his honor at Field Day, and 
President Dave Clemes recounted the 
coincidence of pictures of Bill falling out 
of an unlikely folder as he was gathering 
his materials for the weekend—Bill was 
with us, as he will always be in our 
memories. Born in October 1946, Bill 
passed away May 25, 2007, after a long 
battle with cancer. 

Bill KE6VOG/SK 

   KF6VOG/SK by Bob KE6IUE 

Andy Oppel, N6AJO, is going to  
coordinate amateur radio communi-
cations for the Mayor's 4th of July 
Parade in Alameda.  The parade 
route is about 3.5 miles long and we 
expect more than 130 units in the 
formation.  The Alameda County 
Sheriff's Communications Team 
(ACSCT) and ARCA will be providing 
communications, but we can always use more help.  Please 
contact Andy at andy@andyoppel.com if you wish to volun-
teer. The parade starts at 10, so the communicators need to 
be in place by 9:30.  It's usually over by noon.  
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Oakland RACES Basic Frequencies 

 Primary Resource/Travel 146.880 - PL 77 

 Secondary Resource/Travel 146.880 simplex 

 Primary Tactical   147.585 simplex 

 Secondary Tactical  146.565 simplex 

 Primary Command  442.400 + PL 77 

 Secondary Command  442.400 simplex 

No PL tone on any frequency except repeaters. Never an-
nounce frequencies over the air, use function name for ID. 

Program your radios early and often. 

Monitoring Frequencies 

 WHITE 3 State Mutual Aid  154.295 

 WHITE 2 State Mutual Aid  154.265 

 WHITE 1 State Mutual Aid  154.280 
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The preliminary score totals for this year ORCA Field Day 
entry are1356 via contacts and 1270 via activities for a total 
of 2626. 
 
We can claim an additional 50 points when we make the  
submission via the web. 
 
Some of the bonus point activities many participated in to try 
and increase our score were: A 
Public Information Table staffed 
by Paul KA6GEM, John KI6GFT 
and others. NTS Traffic handled 
by John KI6EWY and Elizabeth 
KI6JJR . Visits from Coleen 
KI6HWJ, as well as a number of 
Oakland firefighters and a visit 
from the Red Cross Emergency  
vehicle. A visit from AC Transit 
Director at Large, Chris KE6MQW. Media Contacts by David 
WB6NER, Coleen KI6HWJ, Paul KA6GEM and others. Gen-
erators supplied by Per KI6JJS , Elizabeth KI6JJR  and Jim 
K6JAT . Our public location arranged by Dave AE6PX and 
the wonderful people at the MHA. The W1AW bulletin copied 
by Dave AE6PX and Herb WA6CUY. Natural Power contacts 
by John KI6EWY and Bob KE6IUE. Non-Traditional Modes 
demonstrations by Michael KG6DER. Youth Participation by 
the Tiemstra twins. Satellite QSO by Elizabeth KI6JJR , Per 
KI6JJS  and others. 
 
There were a number of additional people not listed here who 
contributed a great deal to creating a wonderful ORCA Field 
Day experience. It was great to see all of the new and old 
Hams with big smiles on their faces throughout the weekend. 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated! 

Michael KG6DER 

   Preliminary FD Scores ��� �

   FD’s Cook Tent Breaks Even  

I am happy to announce that I don't think I'll be submitting 
receipts, since I came out pretty much awash with donations.  
I paid about $300 for the food and took in $290 in donations.  

That leaves me 
chipping in $10 for 
what I ate.  Sounds 
good to me.  Club 
funding not re-
quired.  The big 
difference this year 
was that a lot more 
people showed up.  
I bought about the 
same amount of 
food and served 
more people with 

less leftovers.  Result: more food served, less food given 
away as leftovers, and more people to help pay for it.  All in 
all, a much more satisfactory outcome.  

Tom KG6MAC 

���ARRL’s Level 1 ( EC-001) Amateur  
   Radio Emergency Communications Course  

Introduction to Amateur Radio Emergency Communications. 
A basic course to raise awareness and provide additional 
knowledge and tools for any emergency communications 
volunteer. This course has 23 lesson units and is expected to 
take approximately 25 hours to complete over an 8-week 
period. Check out ARRL Courses at www.ARRL.org 
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���CQ Field Day, CQ Field Day, This Is WW6OR �

With that crisp call at precisely 1800 
UTC (11 am Saturday morning for us 
locals), ORCA’s Field Day 2007 was 
officially launched, and by all accounts 
it was a resounding success.  A burst 
of energy from some very committed 
new members, coupled with the 
practiced efforts of old hands who 
were retracing well worn paths, led to 
one of the best attended and most 
active ORCA Field Days in recent 
memory. 
 
A large crew turned up Friday 
afternoon to witness one of our most 
solemn traditions—the shooting of the 
arrows by 
Richard, KO6TI.  
Seriously, it is 
without question 
one of our 
signature 
elements and 
there is little that 
warms the heart 
of a field deployed 
Ham more than 
those sturdy 
yellow lines 
draped high in the 
trees, anticipating 
our antennas and, 
with them, our 
pathway to 
contacts from 
Florida to Hawaii, 
with many 
intermediate stops. 
Many labored, but Herb WA6CUY was 
truly tireless in taming our antennas. 
 
People and equipment arrived in a 
steady stream and tents popped up 
seamlessly in the dusty arena, 
generously made available to us by 
the Metropolitan Horsemen’s 
Association, as they have done so 
often in the past.  After the beam went 
up, our Friday pizza meal was in order 
and, as lists were made and plans 
were laid, we enjoyed some well 
deserved respite in the dining tent, 
chewing the fat and speculating on the 
evening’s weather—would there be 
fog, would there be wind, would there 
be connectivity on the wireless logging 
network? 
Tom’s gourmet kitchen was in full 

swing Saturday morning, with 
KG6MAC churning out omelets to 
order as preparations marched toward 
the 11 am opening.  The Get On The 
Air (GOTA) tent, erected on Friday, 
captained by Paul KA6GEM and John 
KI6GFT suddenly had tables, chairs 
and a station.  RF crackled as station 
captains connected, tuned and found 
their most comfortable positions.  A 
visit by the Red Cross van (even 
money was the line on whether it 
would get in and out of the arena 
parking area) highlighted the pre-event 
visits and was the occasion for a rare 
group photo—usually we’re too busy, 

but we must have been better 
organized this year; those many hands 
do make light work.  After a brief 
orientation pep talk by contest veteran 
Jim, K6JAT , we all repaired to our 
various activities as the clock ticked 
down to 11. 
 
The final tabulations are still underway, 
but we do know that we logged over 
500 contacts, which is a very good 
total for our crew—we are committed, 
but we eat well and get a good night’s 
sleep (or at least as good as various 
tents, trucks and the ground allows) 
and have fun, so we don’t complain 
too much about missed QSO’s.  One 
nice element was the enthusiastic 
participation of some of our newer 
members, such as Elizabeth, KI6JJR , 
seen with a mike in her hand at every 

turn, and John, KI6EWY, captain of 
the best-equipped VHF/UHF station in 
years, and Per, KI6JJS , guru of 
wireless logging which, despite a few 
interruptions, provided us with 
excellent service (so long as the coffee 
pot wasn’t on…).  And, of course, this 
year’s now-traditional fabulous Sunday 
waffle breakfast was served up as 
always by Coleen, with the wrinkle that 
this year she is also KI6HWJ. 
 
Dave, AE6PX, was tireless on CW, 
setting a new gold standard with 126 
contacts in that venerable mode.  We 
worked the event bonus points, too, 

such as taking 
advantage of the 
sunny weekend to 
make five contacts 
while the 2m rig 
was running on 
solar power, 
getting public 
officials and served 
agencies to visit 
(and sign our guest 
log, which ran to 
over three pages 
this year, which 
has to be a 
record), and 
passing National 
Traffic System 
(NTS) messages.  
Michael, KG6DER, 
kept us focused on 

those special elements, while trying to 
break through the noise to make a 
digital contact.  We also tried hard to 
make a satellite contact, with Per 
following the brief track several times, 
moving a hand-held antenna across 
the sky where we thought it should be, 
and we had a couple partial contacts 
but, alas, no confirmed QSO this year. 
 
Thanks to all who participated, from 
set-up to operating to tear down, to 
just being there to be supportive, all 
too numerous to mention.  We hope to 
have whetted a few appetites for next 
Field Day—contacts, camping, good 
food and fellowship…and maybe even 
that pesky satellite.                 
 
di-dah-di-dah-dit de KE6IUE 
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(fr. left) Mike W6UAB, Dave AE6PX and Herb WA6CUY 
discuss the fine art of Field Day antenna raising 

(fr. left) Herb WA6CUY, Elizabeth KI6JJR  and  
Per KI6JJS  (kneeling) trying for a satellite contact 
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(fr. left) Dave AE6PX, Mike  KB9EWP, Herb WA6CUY, 
Coleen KI6HWJ are joined by Oakland’s  

Battalion Chief Robert Lepp 

(fr. left) Coleen KI6HWJ and John KI6GFT    
ponder some of the details of the GOTA table 

Elizabeth KI6JJR  Handling NTS Traffic -- 
Next Year's VHF/UHF Station Captain? 

Norm WB4RNW and his trusty 
companion, Frank K9WUF, 
working the HF frequencies 
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It's 10:30am (Pacific Daylight, not UTC!) on the Saturday of 
field day. A good case of nerves prevented me from properly 
enjoying Tom KG6MAC’s delicious omelet and cinnamon 
buns. I'm sitting at the VHF/UHF station, I’m set up, wondering 
if everything will work as it's supposed to. Wondering if, when 
everything doesn't work as it's supposed to, whether I will 
have the supplies and tools I need to get our station back on 
the air. I'm wondering whether I'll be able to pick up the  
nuances of operating practice on 6m and 2m SSB during a 
contest. I've not only never participated in a contest, I've never 
made an SSB contact. The times I've tuned through these 
bands on SSB at home, I've never even heard any activity! 
More than anything else, I'm wondering what on earth ever 
prompted me, with my Technician ticket only 11 months 
old,  to volunteer to be the VHF/UHF station captain!  
 
Oh, and I volunteered a solar charging system, too. At least 
that wasn't causing me too many worries. I've had a solar-
powered greenhouse for years. With that experience behind 
me, even the challenges of ironing out a sturdy portable setup, 
an activity that I'd only really finished before work the day  
before, went pretty smoothly. After all, that's what experience 
is good for.  
 
But this was the first time I'd truly set up an entire and self-
sufficient station in the field.  Definitely no experience to fall 
back on here. But the good folks of ORCA have made it clear 
that they are around to help. Richard KO6TI promised a 6m  
5-element beam at the planning meeting and he's just finished 
putting it up for me. Of course when I pulled out my 75' coax 
cable, I gave Herb WA6CUY a terrible fright. I'm afraid I was 
pulling open my coil of coax in a very haphazard way, and 
Herb stopped me just as I was about to pull a kink closed and 
turn my long coax cable into two shorter ones. Herb patiently 
showed me how to unroll the cable and gently remove any 
twists. But when I went to hook the other end of the coax up to 
an antenna analyzer to check my SWR, I found an intermittent 
break at the connector. Another half hour messing with my 
butane soldering iron and that was ironed out.  
 
So here I sit waiting for it all to start and wondering what to do 
next. Michael KG6DER had just come by to hand me a script 
for making contacts, which takes care of what I'm going to say. 
It is nicely distracting to be in the middle of the arena, watch-
ing HF phone and CW stations bustle with activity before the 
contest opens.  
 
In the middle of the worry and hustle, Bob KE6IUE comes 
over and asks if I would mind some company while I operate. 
Mind? Oh, not at all! So Bob settles in and spends a really big 
chunk of his day just working the VHF bands with me. This is 
the very best kind of instruction, as I've got all the room in the 
world to try whatever I like. I make my first contacts and it 
seemed much easier than my dark thoughts just minutes  
earlier. When issues do come up, Bob is there to make sug-
gestions. We spend a very good day trading off operating and 
logging.  
 
So Saturday goes by and I try out all kinds of things. We used 
my homebrew copper J-pole on 2m and on 70cm. We try my 
2m dipole. We get great, if local, contacts on 6m and even 
better reception. I only wish that loud station in Placerville 
would have answered back! In the afternoon, we've got 

WW6OR's message to the section manager to send via the 
NTS net and I am shocked, and more than a little pleased, 
when we hit the KW6ABD repeater in South San Jose and get 
an S-9+60db signal! To cap it off, when net control passes us 
to a Milpitas repeater, we hit it with the same strong signal! 
With Bob KE6IUE patiently pouring through my ARRL Operat-
ing Manual for reminders on the message header  
coding, I pass my first NTS traffic.  
 
Field Day never gets a chance to be boring. While I'm trying to 
get a contact on 6m, Per KI6JJS  and his satellite crew are 
calling CQ during a pass when a response crackles out from 
their receiver! Though they only got a partial off the contact, it 
was one of the most exciting moments of the day! Per (and 
Elizabeth, KI6JJR ) just got their Technician tickets a couple of 
months ago!  
 
Later on, Elizabeth KI6JJR  passed traffic for our second  
session with the NTS net.  
 
After that, things quieted down on VHF. After calling into dead 
air for awhile, I closed down VHF/UHF for the day and hung 
out in Richard's KO6TI HF station to see how HF is done. 
Richard had Elizabeth working DX pileups before the night 
was done!  
 
Sunday morning included a few more contacts, watching 
Micheal KG6DER’s ARPS demo, and taking and delivering 
ARCA K6QLF’s section manager message. And that pretty 
much wrapped it up for us. In all, on VHF/UHF we had 31  
contacts, 5 on solar, and we originated, received, passed, and 
delivered NTS traffic. Nothing broke that couldn't be fixed and 
it was all great fun!  
 
For me, this was a truly awesome way to cap my first year of 
being a radio amateur. I learned so much from the folks at 
ORCA. Experienced folks like Bob KE6IUE, Richard KO6TI, 
and Herb WA6CUY but also other beginners like Per KI6JJS  
and Elizabeth KI6JJR . And I got a chance to practice nearly 
every skill I learned from the ARRL Level 1 Amateur Radio 
Emergency Communications online course (see page 3). This 
course cannot be beat as a great way to get a useful overview 
of everything from ICS and NIMS to NTS, nets, and message 
handling, to identifying and dealing with hazardous situations. 
ARRL online courses also include an online class mentor. For 
my Emcomm1 course, my mentor was Doc KD8BGQ, who 
made the course material come alive by going through all my 
assignments with me, giving me his practitioner's perspective. 
These lessons stuck with me, helping me be much more pre-
pared nine months later when I found myself a Field Day  
station captain.  
 
For me, the take-home lesson is don't be afraid to push myself 
to try new things. If it is an ORCA activity, someone will step 
up and help me get through!  
 
So if you are, like me, new to amateur radio, don't be afraid of 
getting involved up to your eyeballs! The ORCA safety net is 
there and you will get the very most out of your experiences!  
 
Thanks to everybody!!  
 
 

��)��+� 1�2�3������ ���

���""#�

���A Beginners First Field Day � by John KI6EWY 
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ORCA Officers and Board 
 

  President: Dave Clemes AE6PX 
  Vice Pres.: Michael Hole KG6DER 
  Treasurer: Robert Firehock KE6IUE 
  Secretary: Tom Tazelaar KG6MAC 
 
  Director: Paul Bailey-Gates KA6GEM 
  Director: Karen Harris KG6ADB  
  Director: Art McLaughlin W6THD 
  Director: David Otey WB6NER 
 
 Ex-Officio Directors: 
  ARES Liaison: Mark Violet N6RCG 
  Repeater Trustee: David Otey WB6NER 
  RACES RO: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT  
  WW6OR trustee: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT  
  N6ORC trustee: Michael Hole KG6DER 
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