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Two symbols of very separate ages shared
headlines the other day and although their
eras are vastly different, the importance
these icons played and play, in
their respective times link them
together, and give us pause.

The venerable Cutty Sark,
perhaps the finest example of
the extreme clipper ship, and
last survivor of the tea trade
vessels, was set afire at its
London dock, victim of an
alleged arson attack. Much of its
rigging and planking were in
storage at the time and there is
strong hope it can be completely
restored.

In its heyday, the Cutty Sark sliced through
the bounding main with a cargo of wine,
spirits and beer, heading for the far off
Orient, to return with a full load of the
freshest teas to be served at the finest
English homes and manors. The Cutty
Sark was sleek and state of the art,
boasting new fangled "heads" for the
comfort and relief of passengers and

crew. She set the record for wind powered
vessels, racing from Australia to England in
72 days. She reigned supreme from 1870

to the 1880's, becoming less relevant with
the opening of the Suez Canal and
increasing steam trade. She was built to last
30 years but has survived for 137. She
helped make that world, not so
far removed from us as we

may think, a lot smaller and
helped link diverse trades and
cultures while forging a new
global consciousness.

Meanwhile, on Mars(!) those Red
Planet Rovers Spirit and
Opportunity (yes, they are still
going strong after 3 years! They
were built to last 3 months) have
found a patch of bright red soil
that left the NASA crew literally
gasping in astonishment.

A non-functioning wheel on Spirit left a
groove on that planets surface and the
upturned soil sample led scientists to
conclude, through calculations and
technologies far beyond mere mortals ken,
that water must have flowed freely

sometime in the Martian past. This discovery
led one researcher to remark, "It makes you
wonder what else is out there." Indeed!

ORCA Calendar

Meeting at EOC, Sat., June 2nd, Field Day Planning

2007 ARRL Field Day in Sequoia Arena - June 23 - 24

No ORCA Meeting in July
2007 Oakland Hills Fire Patrol - July 4th

2007 ORCA Board Meeting dates: 7/24, 10/27

July 22, and October 28: ORCA, EBARC and ARCA joint ARRL VEC Amateur

Radio Test Sessions at 0900 Local, 2nd floor conference room of the Kaiser Building

Aug. 4th - Meeting topic T.B.D.
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What does all this have to do with radio? Not much

really. But it does show how closely we are linked to the
past, and how closely we will be linked to the future. | will
bet that some of us have known someone who was alive in
the clipper era. A great grandparent or distant cousin per-
haps. They might have read reports of those greyhounds of
the sea and had been astonished themselves. 137 years
ago. Not so long, really.

Today’s journey to Mars takes about 259 days as the crow
flies. We can view images of another planet, beamed back
in full color and high resolution on our laptop computers or,
for the fancy, our phones. And we take it for granted.

Zoom ahead 137 years. Will our Mars missions be the clip-
per ships of the 19th century? Will someone dig a celestial
Suez Canal to shrink our travel time to further planets?
What incredible innovations will make our solar system
smaller and closer? Will one of us be that grand relative of
the future who inspires at least a bit of wonder and
musing? Time will tell.

They used to say "They put a man on the moon--why can't
they do this! ?" Now we might say "They put robots on
Mars-why shouldn't we do that! ?"

Back to Earth June 2007---SEE YOU AT FIELD DAY!

Dave AE6PX 73

ORCA will hold its 3rd Annual Field Day Planning Breakfast
at the Rockridge Cafe, 5492 College Avenue, in Oakland on
Saturday June 9 at 9:00 am. This no host event is a great
chance to fine tune our Field Day plans and goals, and enjoy
a hearty meal to boot! All are welcome. Please RSVP to

Dave AE6PX@arrl.net.

Andy Oppel, N6AJO. is going to
coordinate amateur radio communica-
tions for the Mayor's 4th of July Pa-
rade in Alameda. The parade route is
about 3.5 miles long and we expect
more than 130 units in the formation.
The Alameda County Sheriff's Com-
munications Team (ACSCT) and

ARCA will be providing communica-
tions, but we can always use more help. Please contact
Andy at andy@andyoppel.com if you wish to volunteer. The
parade starts at 10, so the communicators need to be in
place by 9:30. It's usually over by noon.

While we enjoying our Field Day at the beautiful Sequoia
Arena in the Oakland Hills we may look around and say
"Wow! What a great place for a horse show!" Well, it IS a
great place for a horse show and our gracious hosts, the
Metropolitan Horsemen's Association
(www.mhaoakland.org), have a full calendar of events
during the summer and fall that are free and open to the
public. If you have never been to such an event and would
like to see one first hand, here is the calendar.

All are welcome.

Saddle up!

73 Dave AE6PX

June 2--Dressage Schooling Show

June 3--English/Western Show

July 1--Hunter/Jumper Schooling Show

July 21--CDS Dressage Show

Aug 18--USEF,USDF,CDS Dressage Show
Sept 23--Gold Cup Hunter/Jumper Show

EBARC hosts the 10M "Explore Net" at 1930 local time on
Monday nights on 28.425 MHz, USB.

This is within the Technician portion of the band, so any li-
censed Ham may participate. A good way to get your feet
wet on HF with some friendly local Hams.

Michael KG6DER

M # $ !

The USS Hornet Amateur Radio Club is inviting amateurs
from the Bay Area to visit the Hornet Museum and NB6GC
on the weekend of June 9 - 10 to participate in the Museum
Ships on the Air event. Visitors will be able to operate the
station on HF bands and will be able to tour public areas of
the aircraft carrier. We will have special tours of the ship's
main radio room and other electronic rooms.

Ken Fowler, KO6NO

Mark this date on your volunteer calendar. The fifth annual
Bike Against the Odds is scheduled for Sunday, September
16, 2007. Once again, hams will patrol 120 miles of routes
winding around the East Bay hills looking for cyclists in need
of assistance. Many stationary posts are also available.
Test and extend the limits of your emergency preparedness!
This is not a drill. Please email Mike KB6MP
(mpompa@inbox.com) to get reminders of this event as the
date gets closer.
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ORCA FIELD DAY 2007

Organization and Planning for
Optimal Results and Enjoyment
By David, WB6NER

Hello all Field Day operators and volunteers [see Sign-Up
Roster]! I think everyone knows that Field Day officially
opens for on-the-air CQing at 11AM Sat. 6/23 and runs for a
24-hour period. [However, there’s an exception to that |
won’t go into here but leave it to the really curious to find
mention of it in the Field Day Rules]. The reason the ORCA
effort starts the field setup on Friday afternoon is that it
makes the whole process a little less frantic. Besides, Field
Day is for fun and learning first and QSO points are
secondary.

I’m writing this article for the Newsletter to pass along tips
for everyone going to Field Day this year because, alas, |
cannot attend [but I'll be listening in from home]! It'll be the
first one I've missed since a couple of us started the
Oakland effort at the old City Stables behind K6JAT's place
in 1995! Field Day gets in your blood and you're hooked for
life!

The foundation for a successful Field Day experience by all
is planning, planning, planning. Spontaneity is cool too...
and is encouraged, but in a logistically laden activity like
this, the various tasks and their timing must form a critical
path to success that everyone should buy into....for best
results. 1 offer the following high level “critical path” outline
here. Use this list to guide discussions at the June 2
meeting and add more details as necessary. [Sorry, but I'm
missing this meeting too]. An important take-away from the
June 2 meeting for Field Day is having every participant
know the “who, what, where, when and why” for all
activities.

| recommend taking a full hour at the June 2 ORCA meeting
to conduct an open dialog session focused on all the
aspects of Field Day tasks, assigning, and timing. Also use
the “chalk” board to layout the operating stations and
antennas and other activity placements. Field Day planning
offers an opportunity for all participants to be brave and
“step up-to-the-microphone” for taking on assignments and
recruiting others to assist. Some form of Incident Command
System [ICS] structure can be utilized fairly easily. I'd
expect a couple of Field Day veterans on the ORCA board
would step-up and be accountable in the role of a “Unified
Event Command” group. The remainder of the functions
will, I think, naturally emerge with people’s desire to assist
with on-site public relations, equipment procurement,

station placement, network logging, site and personal safety,
commissary and camping. Most importantly, _but often not
emphasized and implemented, someone needs to step
forward to lead/coordinate the completion of a detailed
Contesting operator schedule for each Station. With attention
to Station staffing and operation, a full 13 hours of contesting
within a 24-hour period is achievable! [Well, | guess some
groups don't sleep or eat, but not ORCA]!

Following below is the current Field Day Sign-Up Roster with
the work area preference expressed. One fly in the ointment
with these as they stand is there’s not a specific a lead person
[for coordination] indicated for a functional area and no
specific time frame for the task to be performed. The rightmost
column is now reserved for the labeled work/party in the
proposed Field Day Table that follows on page 4. Operators
can look at that activity chronology and list the task/time labels
after their name in an expanded FD Sign-up Roster. Once this
is done, you're committed!

ORCA Field Day 2007 - Sign-Up Roster
Alpha Sort by Area

BY AREA TASKS /
# CALL NAME VOLUNTEERED TIMES #
1 | WB4RNW | Norman Any
2 | AE6PX Dave Contest - CW Station
3 | WI7YN Mark Contest - HF Operator
4 | KG6SXJ Selma Contest - HF Operator
5 | KF6BYG Tim Contest - HF Operator
6 | KAGGEM Paul Contest GOTA Station
7 | K6JAT James Contest -HF equipment
8 | KEBMQW Chris Elected Official Visit
Food and Kitchen
9 | KIBHWJ Coleen Cleanup
10 | KG6MAC Tom Food & Electrical Stuff
11 | KI6JIR Elizabeth | General
12 | KI6JJS Per General
13 | KI6GFT John General/Whatever
14 | KG6HTU Doug Generator

15 | KG6DER Michael Most

16 | WB6BYA John Observe

17 | WB6NER David Planning & Admin

18 | KI6GFS Jack Setup

19 | KI6IJF Roland Setup

20 | KO6TI Richard Setup — Antennas

21 | WA6CUY Herbert Setup - Anything

22 | KE6IUE Robert Setup Signage for Site
23 | KE6HKY Adele Setup & Teardown

24 | KD6KMU Dale Setup & Teardown

25 | KIBEWY John Setup & Teardown

26 | W6UAB Mike Setup / etc
27 | W6THD Art Setup, Contest-HF Op
28 | N6RCG Mark Usual
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Computer Tips
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What follows is some basic computer information that you
might find useful if you are considering adding a computer
to your Ham Shack.

Most current Ham Radio software is written for Windows, so
you are probably best to stick with that if you are just
starting out. Macs are wonderful, but since they only have
about a 7% market share, there is not that much Ham
software for them. The software exists, but it can take some
finding. Getting help from your other

scope of this article. The general rule of thumb is that faster
is better. Intel and AMD are equally good. Unless you are
going to get into video, music or taking digital photos, any
hard drive you can find is probably larger than you will ever
need.

If you are going to connect any computer to the Internet,

you MUST have AntiVirus software. My current favorite is

Computer Associates CA Anti-Virus. Panda Software
Antivirus has been recommended to

local Hams might be a problem as well,
unless they are Mac folks as well. | love
Linux, and there is also a fair amount of
Ham Radio software for it, but the
learning curve to just use the system
can be steep. If you've been working
with computers for a while, you might
want to try it out.

If you don’t yet have a computer, what
follows are some general
recommendations for what to look for
when considering if a given system is
right for the needs of your Ham Shack.

me by a source | trust. Both
companies offer a 60 day demo, so
you can try them out and see which is
best for you. A Network Card is
needed for high speed Internet, a
modem for low speed.

There is an old joke in the computer
industry, stolen and adapted from
other industries: the three most
important words in computers are
“backup”, “backup” and “backup”.
When it comes to computers, it is not
“if” but “WHEN" | loose data, what can

The good news is that most Ham Radio
software doesn’t require a super modern
cutting edge system. You can get away

#3% &

I recover from my backup? Make sure
you back up any critical data you might
keep on the computer. The good news

with the lower end models, or even get a
bargain with used computer hardware. Weird Stuff in
Sunnyvale has a good selection of used systems, as well as
some of the more obscure hardware you never knew you
wanted. Some of the systems they sell come with a 30 day
warranty.

When getting to the point of picking out a system, the first
thing to concern yourself with is the amount of RAM a
system has. As a thumbnail guideline to get the system to
run at an acceptable speed with a minimum number of
programs running:

Windows 98, at least 68 MB of RAM

Windows 2000, at least 128 MB of RAM

Windows XP, at least 512 MB of RAM

As far as RAM is concerned, the more you have the better.
These are simply the minimums to look for.

Windows ME should never have been released; avoid it.
Windows Vista, you don’t want it yet; I'd avoid this new
version of Windows for the first year. As with most new
software these days, the testing phase really should have
gone on longer and they wait to fix the bugs after the initial
release. If you want to buy a lower cost machine, it won't
have the horsepower to run the operating system at any
anything close to an acceptable speed. If you just have to
have Vista, don't get it with less than 1 GB of RAM.

There are too many processors out there with too many
numbering schemes to get into any specifics in the limited

is that you can pick up a 1 GB USB
memory stick for around $15. This will generally be large
enough to hold your most important files. Just make sure
you actually put a copy of your data onto it. Remember to
backup as often as you don’t want to repeat the work.

Since the computer is intended for the Ham Shack, there
are two more things that are essential bits, a Sound Card
(just about any sound card will do) and a Serial or USB port.
A Sound Card will allow you to run such modes as PSK31,
SSTV, Meteor Scatter and others. A Serial or USB port will
allow you to connect a TNC for packet, or connect the PTT
part of most Sound Card interfaces. A USB port will also
allow you to take advantage of other rig control functions.

Next time I'll get into some actual Ham Radio program
specifics.

A short Glossary for the non-Ham terms;

MB: Megabyte, a unit of measurement for sizes, used for
both RAM and Hard Drive size.

GB: Gigabyte, a unit of measurement for sizes, used for
both RAM and Hard Drive size. 1 GB = 1,024 Megabytes.
RAM: Random Access Memory. The part of the computer
used to run programs. More is better.

Processor: The brain of the computer. Faster is better.
Hard Drive: Where files and programs are stored.

No, | will not fix your computer,
Michael KG6DER
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