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The next meeting will be on the first
1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland.

Saturday, May b5th,

9:00 AM at

Fire Station 1 media room,

Special points of

interest:
Don't look now! But don't be By the time you read this the
afraid! Your calendar is correct, CORE exercise will have come
although your mind might have and gone. Those of you who
1"# $% trouble coming to grips with fact it participated will have the
is indeed May and indeed the satisfaction of utilizing your radio
year is 2007. How many times skills and equipment in a
have you heard " Where does the worthwhile endeavor. Many
time go?" but really--Where people will have visited fire
DOES the time go?? The last stations they did not know
century seems so, well, last existed. There will be some
century. Y2K (remember?) came mistakes and miscues but that is
Net Control: and fizzled. Credit card part of the learning process.
expiration dates are projected New members and first time
-1(2 well into the second decade of the new participants will learn a thing or two from the
31 4* millennium. The world has become smaller more seasoned veterans, and the
and dare | say crazier. experienced ham will glean something from
31 the tyro. That is part of the fun and magic
/1 4 Scientists have just discovered a new, of amateur radio.
o* potentially inhabitable planet, romantically
dubbed 581c, a mere 120 trillion miles Flipping the calendar a bit further into the
31+ away. You amateur astronomers have future we can see Field Day on the horizon,

already translated the figure into light years,
and | am sure some folks have

thought "sign me up and beam me

out!" And yet, through all this transition
there is still radio!

and rapidly approaching! Thanks to all who
signed up for various chores and duties at
the last meeting. There will be several
more opportunities to enlist and share your
special skills and

enthusiasm.

Inside this issue:

ORCA Calendar

&' ( W)
Tk opk May 5th Meeting: Automatic Position Reporting System (APRS) by Tom KG6MAC
June 2nd Meeting: Field Day Planning by all
‘ ) ) June 23-24: ARRL Field Day in Sequoia Arena
, / July - No Meeting
’ July 4th - Oakland Hills Fire Patrol
0** #

July 24 and October 23: ORCA Board Meetings

July 22 and October 28: ORCA, EBARC and ARCA joint ARRL VEC Amateur Radio Test

Sessions at 0900 Local, 2nd floor conference room of the Kaiser Building, 1950 Franklin
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President’s Corner

Field Day 2007 T-Shirts

June 22-24 are the dates and the location is the Sequoia
Arena in the Oakland hills. Please plan on attending and
participating. Itis a lot of fun and a good time is guaranteed
for all'! You will hear more on the Field Day planning
process in the weeks to come.

Now for those who are still scratching their heads and re-
sharpening your pencils---120 trillion miles boils down to 20.5
light years. Those figures are mind-boggling and incompre-
hensible. But before we dismiss any such journey as com-
pletely impossible, let's take an equally preposterous venture
back into time and have an imaginary dinner with the Mes-
sieurs Morse and Marconi. Over an after meal claret we try
to describe and explain our everyday world of text messag-
ing, the Internet, Blackberries and their ilk, and instant this
and instant that. Our fantasy guests might hem and haw,
and scoff at such rubbish. But perhaps over the second
glass of wine an understanding would settle in and they
would nod and wink with the realization that anything IS
possible. "Is my code still used?" one guest might ask
(YES!). "Is my wireless still appreciated?" the other might
wonder (OF COURSE!). As we say good bye after our repast
we would go our separate ways, musing about the past and
the future.

The calendar pages will continue to turn with increasing
speed and someday that 20.5 light year journey will be
nothing more than a routine trans-galactic voyage, with
passengers complaining of flight delays due to solar flares on
Alpha-Centauri. And the mode of communication in that
futuristic setting? Radio of course!!

73 Dave, AE6PX

NARCC Meeting Update

NARCC is a puzzling acronym but it identifies an important
organization, the Northern Amateur Relay Council of Califor-
nia, Inc. which works for the benefit of the amateur radio
repeater community by working with repeater owners
throughout Northern California to assure that all repeaters
operate without conflicting with other repeaters. On
occasion, repeaters may be constrained to certain power
levels or special antenna configurations to get along with
neighboring machines.

I’'m pleased to report, as FCC Trustee for the WB6NDJ
repeaters, that our operation is officially “coordinated”
through January 28, 2010 and that our organizational dues
are paid in full through the end of 2009!

On April 21, 2007 | attended the annual membership meeting
of NARCC in Concord, CA, my first as our repeater Trustee.
Over 100 operators were on hand to review the following
agenda:

- Business Reports

Field Day 2007 T-Shirts are
available through ARRL at
$12.95 each and come in stan-
dard sizes. If ORCA orders 5 or
more T-Shirts the shipping rate is
a flat $12.00. Order deadline will
be May 12 2007. If interested
contact Dave AE6PX@arrl.net or
place your order at our monthly
meeting at OES, Fire Station # 1
at 9:00am on Saturday,

May 5, 2007.

Silicon Valley Tour de Cure
June 10, 2007

This is a major fundraiser for the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation. There are three bicycle tours of 25K, 50K, and 120K,
and one runs from Palo Alto to the coast and back. Ham
radio operators provide necessary communications in areas
where there is no cell service.

This can be a demanding event for radio operators. The
120K route goes through Portola Valley and the hills on the
ocean side of the Peninsula. Coverage in the valleys and
canyons is difficult. Volunteer operators should be prepared
for cold, wet weather and hot, sunny weather. NOTE:
Because operators will be out for up to eight hours, they
should have plenty of battery power, food, and water, along
with whatever other supplies they will need during the day.
In some locations, we recommend mobile radios with 25
watts of power.

If you are an experienced ham, we need you. If you are
inexperienced, we need you, too. We will pair the inexperi-
enced with the experienced. Stop by
https://www.quickbase.com/db/9njw8xkc?a=q&qid=5

and figure out what slot you want to volunteer for, then stop
by http://www.civex.com/tour/

and read about the frequency plan, rest stops, and routes.
Volunteer by filling out the form at
http://www.civex.com/volunteer.html

Volunteer positions require staffing from a couple of hours to
over eight hours, so you can pick the length of time you want
to serve. Rest stops have porta-potties, food, water, and
friendly volunteers to keep you company. A lunch will be
provided for all volunteers, along with T-shirts.

Please volunteer. We need your help.

Phil, KG6ILU
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Walking in the Rain—MS Alameda

The weather didn't cooperate this year, but our ORCA MS
Walk Alameda support was a success once again. Fourteen
Hams participated on Saturday, April 14", in providing
amateur radio communication services to the Northern
California Multiple Sclerosis Society’s annual fund-raising
walk in Alameda.

Thanks to Bruce KI6CYT, Chris KE6MQW, George
W6BUR, John KI6GFT, John KIBEWY, John AE6WS,
Margaret KI6IHR, Mark KIGEGZ, Michael John KF6YRG,
Mike K6MCM, Mike KBO9EWP, Tim KF6BYG and Tom

equipment’s operability was spotty in the SAG (support and
gear) wagon and out by Rest Stop 2, so we filled that
primary need as well.

Then came the rain. It had been windy and a little wet all
morning, but the wettest band of the fast-moving front blew
through at the height of the walk, pushing a fair number of
10K participants to the 5K route and forcing a SAG side-trip
for garbage bag rain gear. The DJ and sound system were
next to pack it in, and the MS crew began to tear down all
the post-walk celebration tables and chairs soon after that.

KG6MAC for your help at
every level. George,
WB6BUR, opened the
resource net on our 2-meter
repeater at 0700 hours, while
several of us were enroute to
Crown Beach Park, an East
Bay Regional Parks District
facility on the beach in
Alameda (yes, Alameda has
beachfront). Mike, K6EMCM,
was on-site when the base
station arrived, with a large
format route map and Post-its
to track check-ins and manage
assignments. Mike was the

It became apparent that there
wouldn’t be much of a second
shift for our Team, so the
remaining operators on the
Resource Net were released
and we began to prepare to
demobilize. As Rest Stops
were shut down, we recalled
our operators and started to
collect our gear (and get a
few pictures for the record).
Though the rain blew through,
the event was over and by
1130 the station was packed
up and mobile once again.

first shift Operations Section | % o 6 *
Chief in our Incident Command *

Despite the rain and
shortening of the event (and

System (ICS) format, which we
use for this event both to familiarize ourselves more with ICS
and to practice operating in that context. Along with Michael
John, KF6YRG, John, KIGEWY, and Bob, KEGIUE, event
coordinator (and Incident Commander), the crew set to work
erecting a dual band antenna and getting our ORCA ‘radio in
a box’ out of the box and onto a table.

The box system is a mirror of the ECHO radios in the fire
stations, down to having the 2-meter rig on the left and the
440 unit on the right, but powered with a Marine deep cycle
battery (a heavy one...!). Once our base station was up and
running, John, KIGEWY, took on the radio duties
(Communications Unit Leader) and the resource net was
moved to Crown Beach, freeing George, W6BUR, to come
down the hill for further assignment. The MS Walk staff
turned out to have their own walkie-talkies, so our role
became more back-up than primary, but we maintained a
direct link with the event leader on their walkie-talkies (an
analog to the CORE group link to ECHO), and their

the unopened sun screen and
undeployed solar power panel), ORCA’s deployment was a
success, thanks to the generosity and skill of our members.
We had people where we needed them when we needed
them, and everyone pitched in with their time and talents to
assure our smooth set up, operation and tear down. The
use of the ICS format was a transparent add-on, and while
we didn’'t have a separate ICS training talk this year, we
used a modified t-card system with an MS-walk specific ICS
organizational chart and moveable name/call-sign cards to
keep track of assignments. Cold and wet moved our
traditional ‘hot wash’ to an email comment solicitation, but
our spirits remained high and most of the ORCA MS Team
is already looking forward to next year. All ORCA members
are encouraged to find public service events and volunteer
your time and skills; you're supporting a good cause and
getting some valuable experience in the bargain. Thanks
again to the entire team for their participation.




0/ | 567

ORCA's Web Site

| would like to take a this opportunity to reintroduce our
members to the club’s web site located at :www.ww6or.com.
Accessing this address on your web browser will bring up
our club’s home page. This page gives a quick overview of
upcoming events. It usually has information on the next
monthly meeting as well as any other items of interest in the
next month or so. In the left hand links column, it also
contains links to a number of other pages, which contain a
wealth of information about the club, its activities and
emergency preparedness. These items are discussed
below.

The top item in the links column is for information on RACES
and the weekly disaster

includes monthly meetings. The topic of each meeting is
added when the information becomes available. Also listed
are quarterly board of directors meetings, quarterly
volunteer license exam sessions and other events such as
Pacificon, Field Day and our holiday dinner.

The next link on the home page lists public service events.
These events, often sponsored by charitable organizations,
are seeking amateur radio operators to provide
communications support for their events. This is a great
opportunity to both support a worthwhile organization and
polish up your radio skills in an operational environment.
Contacts (usually via e-mail) are provided for the event’s
communications

preparedness nets. This will
take you to another page
where you can see schedule of
weekly net control operators, a
copy of the net control
preamble, a printable net
control log sheet and
instructions on filling it out. In
the left hand column of this
page there are also links to a
number of reference
documents, including the
RACES Operations Manual,
the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the
City of Oakland, a map and
listing of fire station locations, a

coordinators. | highly
encourage our club members
to support and participate in
these public service events.

The second to bottom link in
the home page links column
provides access to a number
of informational documents
on training topics. These
include Morse code,
hazardous materials,
repeater failure, packet radio
and others.

The bottom link on the home
page is a collection of links

RACES frequency list, and
others. 8 2¢ o
4* %*
Returning to the home page,
the second item in the links

regarding amateur radio in
9 ' Oakland and disaster
preparedness.

| think | have hit most of the

column will provide you with information on the weekly
digital modes net held each Wednesday evening on the
WB6NDJ 440 MHz repeater. Check out this page if you are
interested in experimenting with digital modes, such as slow
scan TV and PSK-31.

The third item in the links column brings up a list of back
issues of our club newsletter dating back to June, 2003.
Clicking the appropriate date brings up a PDF (Portable
Document Format) file of the requested newsletter. In order
to view these files, you will need a program called Adobe
Reader. This program is available for free and a link to
Adobe’s download page is provided. The next link in the
column brings up some general information about the club.
Links from this page will also let you see a club flyer and a
map to our normal meeting location, Oakland Fire Station
No. 1.

Continuing down the links column on the home page, the
next item brings up a schedule of upcoming events. It

highlights of our club web site. There is a lot of good
material there and it should provide good reading and a
handy reference to our members. If you have any questions
or comments on the web site, please feel free to contact me
at my e-mail address: kgémac@atrrl.net.

In addition to the club web site, we also have a Yahoo user’s
group. You can access this group at http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/orca_races/ (note that there is an
underscore character between “orca” and “races”). The
group listing includes numerous download files (such as
newsletters) as well as other information and an e-mail list
for messages of general interest. To access the files, you
must join the group and have a Yahoo user name and
password. This can be done clicking the box in the upper
right corner and following the directions.

We have put a lot of good information out there in
cyberspace for you. Please use and enjoy it!

%*
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Regulatory Affairs

The FCC has invited opposition comments to two petitions
for reconsideration filed in the wake of the commission's
Report and Order in WT Docket 05 -- 235. One petition calls
on the FCC to reinstate the five words per minute Morse
code requirement for amateur extra class applicants. The
second petition cites problems with the FCC Electronic
Comment Filing System, and seeks to reopen the
proceeding for additional comments. Opposition comments
are due April 27. Comments in support of either petition are
not welcomed by the FCC.

The FCC has proposed reducing the fee to obtain an
Amateur Radio vanity callsign. The proposal would reduce
the current $20.80 fee to $11.70. These fees are mandated
by Congress and are collected to recover the regulatory
costs associated with the commission's enforcement, policy
and rulemaking, user information, and international
activities. The vanity callsign fee is payable upon initial
application, and at the 10 year renewal period, of each
amateur licensee holding a vanity callsign. Vanity callsigns
issued prior to 1996 are exempt from the additional fee,
because such heritage vanity callsigns do not appear as
vanity licensees in the FCC Amateur Radio database.

The ARRL is working with the US Department of Defense to
develop a plan to mitigate alleged interference from 70 cm
ham radio repeaters to military radar systems on the East
and West coasts. The U.S. Air Force has asked the FCC to
order dozens of repeater systems to either mitigate
interference to the Pave Paws radars or shut down. The

Amateur Service is as a secondary allocation in the 70 cm
band, with government radio location having a primary
allocation. As a secondary service, amateur radio must not
interfere with, and must accept, interference from, the
primary user.

The situation affects 15 repeaters within 100 miles of Otis
Air Force Base on Cape Cod, Massachusetts; and more
than 100 repeaters within 140 miles of Beale Air Force Base
in Marysville, California. This includes the majority of 70 cm
repeaters in the San Francisco Bay area. The Cape Cod
and Marysville sites are the two remaining Pave Paws
facilities in the continental United States. Pave Paws is a
missile and satellite detection and tracking system. These
radar systems occupy essentially the entire 70 cm band,
and have an average output power of more than 145 kw.

The ARRL lab is working up calculations for each repeater
system the Air Force has identified to determine where
mitigation techniques offer a reasonable chance of keeping
the repeater on the air. The ARRL is recommending that
affected repeater owners reduce power, to as little as 5 W
effective radiated power (ERP), in order to mitigate
interference. Repeater owners and users are being urged to
exercise patience in dealing with this issue. Amateur
operators must already abide by a 50 W PEP maximum
power limitation in the areas around both Air Force facilities.

ARRL website
Randy, KA6BQF

For further information see the

www.ARRL.org

NARCC Meeting Update

Sonoma County Radio Amateur Lawsuit and PnP
Changes

Open discussion with the membership

Board Elections

PAVE PAWS update & Challenge

Discussion on 440 Band re-farming (12.5/20 kHz
channel separation)

Dues Adjustment Considerations

At the May 5, ORCA meeting, I'll report out details of the
above listed items. It was all rather routine except for the
PAVE PAWS item. PAVE PAWS is a US Air Force Missile
detection system that’'s been around for over 70 years which
operates on the 70 centimeter band and has priority over
amateur radios usage. Recently, the Air Force has brought
a complaint to the FCC about some repeater interference
with this system.

The ARRL is discussing the alleged issue with the FCC and
Air Force and will be providing an update in due time. At
this point, | have not been notified that our UHF repeater
system is interfering with the PAVE PAWS system. The
ARRL report can be found on their website, www.arrl.org.

FEMA
Emergency Management
Institute
Independent Study Program
FREE online courses in
assorted
emergency topics.
http://training.fema.gov/
EMIWeb/IS
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Oakland Radio
Communication
Association

Club: WW60R , N6ORC
Repeater: WB6NDJ
New Membership and Renewal Form
New Member Renewal
Family membership—number of additional Hams:

Name

Call License:E__ A G__ T+ T N__
Address

City State Zip
Email

Newsletters will be emailed only to members who specifically request them. All others will receive them by mail. Email?

Best Phone ( ) Alternate Phone ( )
Bestisa: cell work home Alternate isa: cell work home
Are you an ARRL Member? Yes No

Family Hams name/call sign/license class:

Please remit a photocopy of your FCC license (and any Family Ham licenses) with a check
payable to “ORCA” to

ORCA
P.O. Box 21305
Oakland, CA 94620-1305

All Members for 2007: $30.00 due by February 28, 2007

2007 Dues Prorated Quarterly for New Members

Additional Family Hams: $5 each other Family Ham (not prorated)
2008 dues will be accepted: $30, plus $5 each other Family Ham

Final acceptance of this application and membership in ORCA with repeater privileges is subject to review
and/ or approval b vy t h e O RCA B oard

| agree, for myself and for any Family members included in this application, to abide by the rules and regula-
tions set forth in the ORCA Bylaws and the applicable repeater operating procedures.

Date: Signature:

ORCA Member Form 12 2006
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Monthly events

1st Saturday
1st Sunday
2nd Friday
2nd Saturday

ORCA Monthly Meeting - Oakland OES 9:00
Livermore Swap Meet (closed in winter)
East Bay Amateur Radio Club

Electronics Flea Market in Sunnyvale
(closed in winter)

3rd Friday Hayward Radio Club
3rd Friday Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club
4th Friday Amateur Radio Club of Alameda

Amateur Radio Club of Alameda meets 7:00 PM at
431 Stardust Place on Alameda Point.

East Bay Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at the
Salvation Army, 4600 Appian Way, El Sobrante.

Hayward Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 1401 West Winton Ave.
in Hayward behind Hayward Fire Station 6, next to the
Hayward Air National Guard Base.

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at

Our Savior Lutheran Church,
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette.

Weekly Nets

Thursdays Oakland ARES/RACES Net

7:30 PM 146.88 MHz minus PL 77
Wednesdays  Digital Modes Net

7:30 PM 442.4 MHz Plus PL 77
Thursdays Alameda Emergency Preparedness

7:00 PM 146.88 MHz minus PL 77
Thursdays NALCO ARES/RACES

7:15 PM 440.9 MHz plus PL 131.8
Mondays Hayward RACES

7:30 PM 145.130 MHz minus PL 127.3

ORCA Officers and Board

President: Dave Clemes AE6PX
Vice Pres.: Michael Hole KG6DER
Treasurer: Robert Firehock KEGIUE
Secretary: Tom Tazelaar KG6MAC
Director: Paul Bailey-Gates KA6GEM
Director: Bill Hardy KF6VOG
Director: Karen Harris KG6ADB
Director: Art McLaughlin W6THD
Director: David Otey WB6NER
Ex-Officio Directors:
ARES Liaison: Mark Violet N6RCG
Repeater Trustee: David Otey WB6NER
RACES RO: Jim Tiemstra KBJAT
WWG6OR trustee: Jim Tiemstra KBJAT
N6ORC trustee: Michael Hole KG6DER
The ORCA NewslLetter is published monthly.

Any articles can be used with attribution.
Articles, news and photos submitted make for a more

interesting newsletter; thank you!

Please submit materials for the next issue by
May 24th to Bruce KI6CYT KI6CYT@arrl.net. Thanks again!



