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 QST QST, OYEZ OYEZ, 
AND NOW HEAR THIS! 
There! I hope that got your 
attention! You all should 
have received a postcard 
announcement of ORCA's 
annual meeting on October 
7, 2006. This is a reminder 
to all ORCA members . Plan 
on attending this important 
meeting at the media room 
at Fire Station 1, 1605 Mar-
tin Luther King Jr Way, Oak-
land CA. The meeting will 
begin at 0900. Members will 
elect 3 directors to new 3 
year terms. Refreshments 
will be served courtesy of 
Coleen Bell and OES. Im-
mediately after the annual 
meeting the Board of Direc-
tors will convene for the 
election of officers. All 
ORCA members are wel-
come to sit in on this ses-
sion. 

 ORCA monthly meetings 

are a great opportunity to 
meet the faces behind the 
voices. We all look forward 
to and enjoy our weekly net 
on Thursdays at 1930 hours 
on 146.880– pl 77. It is es-
pecially fun to have a "face 
to face" and a cup of coffee 
with the person you may 
have heard for months but 
never met. The annual 
meeting is a unique chance 
to see democracy in action 
as Board members are 
elected and the coming 

years activities and goals 
begin to formulate and come 
into focus. 

 ORCA has a lot on its 
plate and all members are 
encouraged to join in on the 
feast. 

 Two more fire stations will 
soon be up and running. 
The Eastmont Mall substa-
tion project is in full swing. 
ORCA's Christmas dinner is 
just around the corner. Add 
weekly nets, city wide drills, 
and interesting and informa-
tive guest speakers to the 
mix and it is abundantly 
clear there is no lack of op-
portunities to take part and 
learn. 

 Details of these exciting 
new ventures will be out-
lined at the annual meeting 
on October 7. Plan on 
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ORCA Calendar 
ORCA/EBARC VE Session October 22 
ORCA Board Meeting October 24 
 
Annual SET November 4. This is in place of the meeting at the EOC. Resource 
Net opens at 8:45 AM. 
 
ICS Radio Operator (RADO) Training by Chief Kilmartin December 2 (Tentative) 
 
ORCA Holiday Party December 13 
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�� The next meeting will be the Annual Simulated Emergency Test on the first Saturday, November 4, 
8:45 AM. A Resource Net will start on the WB6NDJ Repeater, 146.88 minus PL 77 
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Oakland Radio Communication Association  

Oakland, California 
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by Bob Firehock KE6IUE 

 ORCA members Mike Cassidy W6UAB and Robert Fire-
hock KE6IUE took their ham skills to other bands recently in 
support of the U.S. Coast Guard’s participation in a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Exercise. Mike and Bob are both 
Coast Guard Auxiliary members in East Bay Flotilla 21. One 
of the Auxiliary’s roles is to provide direct support to the 
regular Coast Guard, providing a force multiplier effect. Mike 
had his sleek white Saab certified as an Auxiliary Facility, 
the requirements of which include being able to transmit and 
receive on the marine bands (which live above our 2-meter 
swathe of the spectrum). The two played liaison for Sector 
San Francisco, the local Coast Guard operational element, 
and provided a communications link between the Incident 
Command staff and a Coast Guard boat dispatched to stand 
off the Oakland shoreline. 
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by Bob Firehock KE6IUE 

 We’ve put down our deposit and we’re ready to rock and 
roll again this year at the Annual Dinner. Clear your dance 
cards for Wednesday, December 13th, and plan to join your 
fellow hams and their significant hangers-on as we follow 
Pier 29 from the Estuary to Ballena Bay for yet another eve-
ning of laughter, fellowship and raffle prizes; oh, and a few 
short speeches, too. This Pier 29 is the same folks with 
whom we dealt on the Estuary, and the menu and prices 
track as well. The dinner committee will come up with the 
usual three-entrée standard field (hoof, wing and gill), and a 
vegetarian alternative will be available. Once those details 
are settled, we’ll publish a fixed price and be ready to take 
your reservations and checks. If you want to donate a raffle 
prize, please get in touch with the Raffle Master, WB6NER. 
Listen to the weekly nets and check the website for updates 
and information as party time gets closer. 
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President’s Corner  

starting the year on the right foot! See you at the meeting 
and 73! 

Dave AE6PX 
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 The scenario contemplated an explosion at a Coliseum 
event, with water-based transportation potentially playing a 
role in the response. The goal of the exercise was to evalu-
ate the Oakland/Alameda County/Contra Costa County Ur-
ban Area Tactical Interoperable Communications Plan, or 
the OAC UA TICP for ‘short’, in DHS-speak. Boiled down it 
was to test how well the various first-responder agencies 
from these three jurisdictions, plus CHP and the Coast 
Guard, could speak to one another, using established pri-
mary dispatch center protocols and channels, in the areas of 
managing communications logistics, communicating effec-
tively, implementing the communications plan and verifying 
the inventory and status of their communications equipment. 
An Oakland PD Lieutenant was the Incident Commander. 
DHS and the participants seemed generally pleased with the 
outcome, and the box lunch was good. 

Mike Cassidy W6UAB tunes up in his ‘facility’ 

 In place of the November first Saturday meeting, we will 
be conducting our annual Simulated Emergency Test, or 
SET. Designed to both test and practice our emergency 
communications response, this event dovetails with the 
Amateur Radio Relay League’s (ARRL) annual focus on 
ARES, the Amateur Radio Emergency Service. Currently in 
the planning stages, this exercise will include activation of 
the EOC at Fire Station 1, dispatch to various neighborhood 
stations and passing exercise traffic. It will start with a re-
source net after the scenario begins and we hope to have it 
scaleable to accommodate smaller or larger numbers of par-
ticipants. However, ideally, as this is our major annual ARES 
activity, all of us will find the time at least to check in to the 
resource net. Afterwards we’ll convene for a debrief, details 
to follow. 
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Oakland Radio 
Communication 

Association 

Club: WW6OR , N6ORC 
Repeater: WB6NDJ 

New Membership and Renewal Form 

�  Family membership—number of additional Hams: ________ 

�  New Member �  Renewal 

Name________________________________________________________________

Call___________________ License: E__ A__ G__ T+__ T__ N__ 

City________________________ State___ Zip________ 

Address______________________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________

Newsletters will be emailed only to members who specifically request them. All others will receive them by mail. Email? �  

Best Phone (_____)______________ Alternate Phone  (_____)____________ 

Alternate is a: �  cell �  work �  home  Best is a: �  cell �  work �  home 

Family Hams name/call sign/license class: 

Please remit a photocopy of your FCC license (and any Family Ham licenses) with a 
check payable to “ORCA” to 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

ORCA 
P.O. Box 21305 

Oakland, CA 94620-1305 

$5 each other Family Ham (not prorated) 
$30, plus $5 each other Family Ham 

 Final acceptance of this application and membership in ORCA with repeater privileges is subject to 
review and/or approval by the ORCA Board. 
 I agree, for myself and for any Family members included in this application, to abide by the rules and 
regulations set forth in the ORCA Bylaws and the applicable repeater operating procedures. 

 Date: ____________ Signature: ____________________________ 

ORCA Member Form 10 2006 

New Members for 2006: 
All Members for 2007: 

2007 Due Prorated Quarterly for New Members 

Additional Family Hams: 
2008 dues will be accepted: 

$7.50 for remainder of 2006 
$30.00 due by February 28, 2007 

Are you an ARRL Member? Yes �   No �  



 

 

Amateur Radio Club of Alameda meets 7:00 PM at Building 522 
 West Midway on Alameda Point. 
East Bay Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at the 
 Salvation Army, 4600 Appian Way, El Sobrante. 
Hayward Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 1401 West Winton Ave. 
 in Hayward behind Hayward Fire Station 6, next to the  
 Hayward Air National Guard Base. 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 
 at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. 
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Monthly events 
 
1st Saturday ORCA Monthly Meeting - Oakland OES 9:00 
2nd Friday East Bay Amateur Radio Club 
2nd Saturday Electronics Flea Market in Sunnyvale 
3rd Friday Hayward Radio Club 
3rd Friday Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
4th Friday Amateur Radio Club of Alameda 

�

T h e  O R C A  N e w s L e t t e r  i s  p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y . 
A n y  a r t i c l e s  c a n  b e  u s e d  w i t h  a t t r i b u t i o n . 
Articles, news and photos submitted make for a more interesting newslet-
ter; thank you! 

P lea s e  su bm i t  m a t e r ia l s  f o r  th e  ne x t  i s su e  b y 
October 26 to Michael KG6DER kg6der@arrl.net or 
fax to 707 215-6124. Thanks again! 

Weekly Nets 
 

 Thursdays Oakland ARES/RACES Net  
  7:30 PM  146.88 MHz minus PL 77 
 Mondays Digital Modes Net 
  7:30 PM  442.4 MHz Plus PL 77 
 Thursdays Alameda Emergency Preparedness 
  7:00 PM  146.88 MHz minus PL 77 
 Thursdays NALCO ARES/RACES 
  7:15 PM  440.9 MHz plus PL 131.8 
 Mondays Hayward RACES 
  7:30 PM  145.130 MHz minus PL 127.3 

ORCA Officers and Board 
 

  President: Dave Clemes AE6PX 
  Vice Pres.: Michael Hole KG6DER 
  Treasurer: Robert Firehock KE6IUE 
  Secretary: Tom Tazelaar KG6MAC 
 
  Director: Paul Bailey-Gates KA6GEM 
  Director: Bill Hardy KF6VOG 
  Director: Karen Harris KG6ADB 
  Director: Art McLaughlin W6THD 
  Director: David Otey WB6NER 
 
 Ex-Officio Directors: 
  ARES Liaison: Mark Violet N6RCG 
  Repeater Trustee: David Otey WB6NER 
  RACES RO: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 
  WW6OR trustee: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 
  N6ORC trustee: Michael Hole KG6DER 


