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 I had to look at my calen-
dar to confirm what I have 
been hearing and feeling 
and, according to my in-
depth research, the rumors 
are indeed correct. It is the 
first week of September and 
if may use an old cliché, 
"where did the time go?" 
Shorter days, chilly nights 
and the approaching rain 
are now looming realities 
instead of distant memories, 
and as the clock ticks on-
ward we can take the time to 
think about what has been 
and what will be. 

 If, at 12:01 AM on January 
1, 2006 someone would 
have told me how the year 
would play out I would have 
laughed, cried, and pulled 
the bed-covers over my 
head, waiting for the time to 
pass. 

 They say change is good, 
and I am going to have to 

agree with them on that one. 
Sometimes it is hard to con-
vince oneself of that, but in 
the long run the ship gets 
back on course, and instead 
of looking at the foamy path 

of the wake, we peer for-
ward at the horizon with ea-
ger anticipation. 

 As ORCA members, we 
can take stock of the year 
and give a report card at this 
third quarter juncture. Field 
Day, Fire Patrol, weekly nets 

and monthly meetings have 
filled our time. Some of us 
have taken courses and 
advanced their license. Oth-
ers have tackled new modes 
and learned from their ef-
forts and mistakes. Others 
have undertaken radio ven-
tures that had been sitting 
on the back burner, and now 
glow in the satisfaction of 
successful completion. 

 With each small triumph 
and accomplishment we 
gain the confidence to take 
the next step, to try that 
"impossible" project, and 
learn as we go. 

 Ham radio is an ageless 
hobby that allows one to 
take on small tasks or 
achieve major goals. 
Whether it is simply buying a 
new microphone, learning 
how to program that HT, or 
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ORCA Calendar 
Meeting at the EOC September 9th—An Introduction to Slow Scan TV by David 
Haycock KI6AWR (please see page 2 for more details) 
 
October meeting is the ORCA General Meeting Saturday, October 7—Board of 
Directors Election 
 
2006 ORCA Board Meeting Date: 10/24 
 
2006 ORCA/EBARC VE Session: 10/22 
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� The next meeting will be on the second  Saturday, September 9, 9:00 AM at Fire Station 1 media 
room, 1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland. 
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Oakland Radio Communication Association  

Oakland, California 
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 The East Bay Amateur Radio Club, EBARC, in conjunc-
tion with the Oakland Radio Communication Association, 
ORCA, and the Amateur Radio Club of Alameda, ARCA, are 
pleased to offer a series of lecture/discussion sessions on 
General Class license theory. 

 Classes will be held at the West County Adult Education 
facility in Richmond, California. There will be 10 Wednesday 
evening classes starting promptly at 1900 Local and ending 
at 2130 Local. The first class begins on September 13th. 
The final class will be a VE session. 

 Classes will be held at Alvarado School: 5625 Sutter 
Street, Richmond, CA. Find school directions and registra-
tion info at: http://www.wccae.info/ or call the Adult School 
registration at 510-215-4666. 

 The text will be The ARRL General Class License Manual, 
Fifth Edition. It can be purchased from HRO, directly from 
the ARRL website, or at the first class session. The class is 
free but registration is required. 

 The text is $16.95 and the VE exam is $14. For more in-
formation contact EBARC Education Chair: John Wood 
N6JDW, 510-741-7050 evenings. 
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 SSTV - Slow Scan TV isn't TV at all, but it is a lot of fun! 

 This month’s program will cover how to get started with 
Slow Scan Television (SSTV). David KI6AWR will be giving 
a presentation of SSTV including a live demonstration. The 
early days of SSTV gave us the first shots of lunar landings 
and romps over the lunar landscape. Nearly 40 years later, 
SSTV has a new lease on life thanks to digital photography 
and personal computers. 

 There are no longer any real obstacles to getting into this 
interesting part of amateur radio. Come and find out what it 
is all about, and be ready to be surprised at how easy it is. 

�����������	�	����President’s Corner  

setting up and entirely new antenna system, there is always 
the amazement and gratification when the gosh darn thing 
actually works! 

 The radio magazines and catalogs that arrive in my mail-
box are filled with ads and articles about new gear, ad-
vanced techniques, and "sure fire" projects. I dream about 
the new antenna I will erect, or the fancy new rig I will ( or 
will not!) master. The great thing about this reverie is know-
ing that ham radio will always be there, and the goals we set 
and meet are simply icing on the cake that is life. 

73 Dave AE6PX 
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 August 24th featured a long net, with some pauses that 
must have had folks wondering if the repeater had gone 
down or their batteries had gone dead. Trust us, there were 
no pauses at Fire Station 19, where Art W6THD and Bob 
KE6IUE invited Alan KI6BXD and Bill KI6DBQ to observe 
the net, and then handed them the mike and log and said 
'learn by doing'. After all, the net is our principal recurring 
training exercise and our overall readiness is related to the 
experience of our RACES operators, who most likely will be 
dropped into new and stressful situations without much no-
tice. Those pauses were filled, off-air, with lots of instant 
coaching and teaching, and Alan and Bill were great sports, 
both jumping right in, and in suffering Art and Bob's hovering 
support. On top of it all, the Station was closed until 1928 
hours, and then our 'rookies' had the added bonus of two 
firefighters interested enough to hang around and provide a 
live audience for their performance. We're sorry if some 
were caught off-guard and annoyed by any delays, but we 
believe part of our mission is enhancing our preparedness 
and experience to perform in emergencies and this net did 
that. Thanks to all who checked in that night! (let's see, was 
it 21, or 19, who was that T?). 
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 ORCA's annual exercise in formal democracy is rolling 
around again. As a California nonprofit corporation we are 
required to hold an annual meeting. Ours will be held at the 
October regular first Saturday meeting (October 7th) and will 
include the election of three directors. Your governing Board 
consists of 9 elected directors, each of whom is elected by 
you to staggered 3-year terms, which means that three 
seats come up for election every year. There are also sev-
eral ex officio members who serve by virtue of their various 
positions (three station trustees, the RACES officer and our 
ARES liaison). This year the terms of Art W6THD, Adele 
KE6HKY, and Brian W6LL are up. They can run again or 
choose not to at any time up to the nominations, which will 
be held at the meeting. We've had contested elections, so 
don't shy away from getting involved. In any event, please 
plan to come to the annual meeting and cast your vote to 
help shape ORCA's future. 
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Alan KI6BXD, Art W6THD, Bill KI6DBQ and Audience 
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Oakland Radio 
Communication 

Association 

Club: WW6OR , N6ORC 
Repeater: WB6NDJ 

New Membership and Renewal Form 

�  Family membership—number of additional Hams: ________ 

�  New Member �  Renewal 

Name________________________________________________________________

Call___________________ License: E__ A__ G__ T+__ T__ N__ 

City________________________ State___ Zip________ 

Address______________________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________

Newsletters will be emailed only to members who specifically request them. All others will receive them by mail. Email? �  

Best Phone (_____)______________ Alternate Phone  (_____)____________ 

Alternate is a: �  cell �  work �  home  Best is a: �  cell �  work �  home 

Family Hams name/call sign/license class: 

Please remit a photocopy of your FCC license (and any Family Ham licenses) with a 
check payable to “ORCA” to 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

ORCA 
P.O. Box 21305 

Oakland, CA 94620-1305 

$5 each other Family Ham (not prorated) 
$30, plus $5 each other Family Ham 

 Final acceptance of this application and membership in ORCA with repeater privileges is subject to 
review and/or approval by the ORCA Board. 
 I agree, for myself and for any Family members included in this application, to abide by the rules and 
regulations set forth in the ORCA Bylaws and the applicable repeater operating procedures. 

 Date: ____________ Signature: ____________________________ 

ORCA Member Form 12 2005 

2006 new members: 
2005 members renewing for 2006: 

[$15: 7/1/06-9/30/06; $7.50: 10/1/06-12/31/06] 

2006 additional family Hams: 
2007 dues will be accepted: 

$30.00 up to March 31, 2006 
$30.00 due by February 28, 2006 

Are you an ARRL Member? Yes �   No �  
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Photos by Bob KE6IUE 

Friday afternoon at the WW6OR kitchen The GOTA Station N6ORC 

Selma KG6SXJ logs, while David WB6NER operates 20 m  Richard KO6TI at the controls 

Richard KO6TI at the other end Dave AE6PX at one end of the 20 m antenna support 
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Photos by David WB6NER 

Saturday morning at the kitchen Mark, Adele, Mike and Bill at the Saturday Night dinner 

Bob KE6IUE at the controls The digital station, minus operator 

The 20 meter station 20 m antenna in the air 



 

 

Amateur Radio Club of Alameda meets 7:00 PM at Building 522 
 West Midway on Alameda Point. 
East Bay Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at the 
 Salvation Army, 4600 Appian Way, El Sobrante. 
Hayward Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 1401 West Winton Ave. 
 in Hayward behind Hayward Fire Station 6, next to the  
 Hayward Air National Guard Base. 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 
 at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. 
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���������� T h e  O R C A  N e w s L e t t e r  i s  p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y . 
A n y  a r t i c l e s  c a n  b e  u s e d  w i t h  a t t r i b u t i o n . 
Articles, news and photos submitted make for a more interesting newslet-
ter; thank you! 

P lea s e  su bm i t  m a t e r ia l s  f o r  th e  ne x t  i s su e  b y 
September 29 to Michael KG6DER kg6der@arrl.net or 
fax to 707 215-6124. Thanks again! 

Weekly Nets 
 

 Thursdays Oakland ARES/RACES Net 
  7:30 PM  146.88 MHz minus PL 77 
 Mondays Digital Modes Net 
  7:30 PM  146.88 MHz Minus PL 77 
 Thursdays Alameda Emergency Preparedness 
  7:00 PM  146.88 MHz minus PL 77 
 Thursdays NALCO ARES/RACES 
  7:15 PM  440.9 MHz plus PL 131.8 
 Mondays Hayward RACES 
  7:30 PM  145.130 MHz minus PL 127.3 

Monthly events 
 
1st Saturdays ORCA Monthly Meeting - Oakland OES 9:00 
1st Sundays Livermore Swap meet Robertson Park 
2nd Fridays East Bay Amateur Radio Club 
2nd Saturdays Electronics Flea Market in Sunnyvale 
3rd Fridays Hayward Radio Club 
3rd Fridays Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
4th Fridays Amateur Radio Club of Alameda 
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ORCA Officers and Board 
 

  President: Dave Clemes AE6PX 
  Vice Pres.: Michael Hole KG6DER 
  Treasurer: Bill Hardy KF6VOG 
  Secretary: Tom Tazelaar KG6MAC 
 
  Director: Adele Bertaud KE6HKY 
  Director: Robert Firehock KE6IUE 
  Director: Art McLaughlin W6THD 
  Director: David Otey WB6NER 
  Director: Brian Treusch W6LL 
 
 Ex-Officio Directors: 
  ARES Liaison: Mark Violet N6RCG 
  Repeater Trustee: David Otey WB6NER 
  RACES RO: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 
  WW6OR trustee: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 
  N6ORC trustee: Michael Hole KG6DER 


