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 May you live in interesting 
times. The origin of the 
phrase is dubious and inter-
esting at the same time, and 
we can safely say that we 
are indeed living in interest-
ing times. It was not that 
long ago that our region was 
drenched in rain on a daily 
basis, and rainfall records 
were broken. It seemed the 
skies would never clear, the 
rain would never stop, and 
the ground would be in a 
state of perpetual soggi-
ness. Now we have recently 
endured an unprecedented 
heat wave, with temperature 
records being eclipsed with 
a vengeance. It appeared 
the scorching days and the 
hot, humid nights were go-
ing to be with us forever. I 
recorded a temperature of 
92 degrees in my shack, 
and an unbelievable 135 
degrees on my outside ther-
mometer one evening! (I 

took a photo for proof!) For-
tunately, the fog crept in on 
its little cat feet, and normal, 
seasonal conditions re-
turned. 

 These are interesting (and 
fun) times for ORCA also. 
We recently had a very suc-
cessful and enjoyable Field 
Day outing. There were 
large numbers of operators 
and large numbers of visi-
tors. And the weather could 

not have been more coop-
erative. The airwaves were 
abuzz and the food was deli-
cious. Everyone who was 
there had a great time, 
whether it was on the air or 
around the festive board. 
New techniques were 
tested, and the lessons 
learned will be utilized at 
next year’s event. Congratu-
lations and hearty thanks to 
all participants! 

 The July Fourth Fire Pa-
trol employed the use of the 
radio facilities at OES and 
Fire Station 25 as well as 
the talents and enthusiasm 
of the operators present. 
Mobile units roamed the dry 
Oakland Hills looking for any 
sign of smoke or fire. Fortu-
nately, nothing could be 
found! Those participating in 
this drill were given the op-
portunity to utilize new 
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ORCA Calendar 
Meeting at the EOC August 5th—RACES Basic Training by Michael KG6DER. 
All RACES Members should attend! 
 
September meeting is the SECOND Saturday, September 9. 
 
2006 ORCA Board Meeting Date: 10/24 
 
2006 ORCA/EBARC VE Session: 10/22 
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�� The next meeting will be on the first Saturday, August 5, 9:00 AM at Fire Station 1 media room,  
1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland. 

�����������
Oakland Radio Communication Association  

Oakland, California 
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—Holstein Hundred on Saturday, August 19. 

 We still need a few more amateur operators to staff this 
event, which benefits the West Marin Senior Center. The 
ride starts at 5:30 AM and is over by 7:00 PM. Aid station 
communications, sag wagon riders, and sag drivers are wel-
comed. We will be using repeaters on two meters for com-
munications and will be running APRS trackers on sag vehi-
cles. (We have extra trackers.) 

 If you can help please contact me with hours of availabil-
ity, station preference, and equipment capability. 

Randy Jenkins KA6BQF  ka6bqf@arrl.net 

—Bike Against the Odds is once again looking for SAG driv-
ers and Amateur Radio communications. This year's event 
will be on Sunday, September 10 from 6 AM to 3 PM, start-
ing at Lake Merritt. 

 P lease contact  Mike Pompa KB6MP  at 
mpompa@inbox.com for more information, or to volunteer. 
You can also reach me in the evenings at 510-531-8209. I 
will send volunteers a short questionnaire to help place you 
in an appropriate role. 

 Routes cover from 12-100 miles, all on streets of Oakland, 
Orinda, Moraga, and now Castro Valley and Lafayette. 

I hope to see you there. 

 There is a new Net on the WB6NDJ Repeater Monday 
evenings at 1930 Local Time, currently on the 2 meter 
machine, but moving to the 440 side soon. The name of 
the net is the Digital Modes Net, with the current empha-
sis on Slow Scan Television (SSTV), but with the ability 
to try out other Digital Modes depending on interest. 
 
 Currently, there are 3 ways in which you can participate 
in the SSTV Net: 
 
 1. Checking in voice only. You'll just be hearing a 
bunch of SSTV noise during the Net, but anyone is wel-
come to check in. Adele KE6HKY has checked in this 
way twice and has very much enjoyed it. 
 
 2. Reception only. All you need is a radio, a computer 
with SSTV software (more on that below*) and a means 
of getting the sound from the radio into a computer (more 
on that too**). 
 
 3. Sending and Receiving. Send an image or three to 
the rest of the group (more below***). 
 
 *The software I highly recommend is the free MMSSTV 
that you can download from this website 
http://mmhamsoft.amateur-radio.ca/ 

 The key thing is to change one setting from the default. 
Once you have installed and launched the program, un-
der the Option menu, select Setup MMSSTV(O). On the 
RX tab, on the far right, check "Auto Slant" and click OK. 
As far as the software is concerned, you are done to start 
receiving, though there are other things you can do to 
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improve reception, and we would be happy to help you 
with this during the net. 

 **Getting the sound into your computer can be as sim-
ple as holding the computer mic up to the speaker of your 
radio. However, the quality of the image will suffer and be 
subject to disruption from ambient audio. You will get bet-
ter results if you connect a cable from the audio output of 
your rig (speaker jack or some other port) to the Mic or 
Line In jack of your computer. 
 
 ***Although this can be done by holding the radio mic 
up to the speaker of your computer, again much better 
results will be achieved if you have a direct audio connec-
tion between your computer and radio. There are a num-
ber of home built and commercially available devices to 
let you do just that. BuxComm at 
http://www.packetradio.com/ has the Rascal (both USB 
and Com Port versions available) and HRO has a few, 
the EZ-PSK Interface from Saratoga Ham and Rig 
Blaster from West Mountain Radio (also available directly 
from West Mountain). 

 If you need help with any of this, please feel free to 
contact me via radio, email (kg6der@arrl.net) or at a club 
meeting. 

73, Michael KG6DER 
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President’s Corner  

equipment and perfect communication skills. And, it gave at 
least one ORCA member the impetus and incentive to finally 
install a proper mobile rig in his vehicle. Now THAT is inter-
esting! 

 The future of ORCA looks very interesting also. Two more 
fire stations will soon be radio ready, and the Eastmont Mall 
Substation will soon have a radio room for RACES opera-
tions. These two developments are courtesy of ORCA's 
close relationship with, and the cooperation of, the City of 
Oakland. Interest in the Chabot Science Center project has 
been rekindled due to the diligence and hard work of dedi-
cated ORCA members. 

 There are many interesting opportunities afforded to the 
members of ORCA. From participating in the weekly net or 
taking net control duties, to helping install radios at fire sta-
tions or operating all night at Field Day, one’s interest in ham 
radio can be enhanced and taken to the next interesting 
level. It is all out there for us, and ours for the taking!  

73, Dave AE6PX 
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Oakland Radio 
Communication 

Association 

Club: WW6OR , N6ORC 
Repeater: WB6NDJ 

New Membership and Renewal Form 

�  Family membership—number of additional Hams: ________ 

�  New Member �  Renewal 

Name________________________________________________________________

Call___________________ License: E__ A__ G__ T+__ T__ N__ 

City________________________ State___ Zip________ 

Address______________________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________

Newsletters will be emailed only to members who specifically request them. All others will receive them by mail. Email? �  

Best Phone (_____)______________ Alternate Phone  (_____)____________ 

Alternate is a: �  cell �  work �  home  Best is a: �  cell �  work �  home 

Family Hams name/call sign/license class: 

Please remit a photocopy of your FCC license (and any Family Ham licenses) with a 
check payable to “ORCA” to 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

ORCA 
P.O. Box 21305 

Oakland, CA 94620-1305 

$5 each other Family Ham (not prorated) 
$30, plus $5 each other Family Ham 

 Final acceptance of this application and membership in ORCA with repeater privileges is subject to 
review and/or approval by the ORCA Board. 
 I agree, for myself and for any Family members included in this application, to abide by the rules and 
regulations set forth in the ORCA Bylaws and the applicable repeater operating procedures. 

 Date: ____________ Signature: ____________________________ 

ORCA Member Form 12 2005 

2006 new members: 
2005 members renewing for 2006: 

[$15: 7/1/06-9/30/06; $7.50: 10/1/06-12/31/06] 

2006 additional family Hams: 
2007 dues will be accepted: 

$30.00 up to March 31, 2006 
$30.00 due by February 28, 2006 

Are you an ARRL Member? Yes �   No �  



 

 

Field deployed Packet Station 
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WW6OR in APRS Land! 

SSTV image exchange with K6QLF WW6OR Field Day BBS 

Richard KO6TI takes aim for antenna support launch 

Bob KE6IUE logs with Dave AE6PX at the CW key 

Photos by David WB6NER, Bob KE6IUE and Michael KG6DER (more photos next month) 
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ARRL Field Day 

1. Field Day Call Used: WW6OR 

 GOTA Station Call: N6ORC 

2. Club or Group Name: Oakland Radio Communication 
Association 

3. Number of Participants: 41 

4. Number of transmitters in simultaneous operation: 4 

5. Entry Class: Check only one. 

 X A. Club or non-club portable 

   B. 1 or 2 person non-club group portable 

  List calls of operators:  

   C. Mobile 

   D. Home station commercial power 

   E. Home station emergency power 

6. Check All power sources used. 

 X Generator 

   Commercial mains 

 X Battery 

 X Other (list) Solar 

7. ARRL / RAC Section: EB 

8. Total CW QSO's: 100 X 2 = Total CW QSO points: 200  

9. Total Digital QSO's: 4 X 2 = Total Digital QSO points: 8  

10. Total Phone QSO's: 220 X 1 = Total Phone QSO points: 
220  

11. Total QSO points: 428  

12. Power Multiplier (select only one) 

   5 Watts or less and Battery powered = 5 

 X 150 Watts or less = 2 

   Over 150 Watts = 1 

13. Power Multiplier: 2  

14. Claimed Score: 856  

15. Bonus points claimed: Please check each block as ap-
propriate and include required proof of points with your sub-
mission. All bonus points will be verified at ARRL HQ and 
added to your score. 

 X 100% Emergency power 

 X Media Publicity 

 X Set-up in Public Place 

 X Information Booth 

   NTS message to ARRL SM/SEC 

 X W1AW Field Day Message 

   Formal NTS messages handled (# ) 

   Satellite QSO completed 

 X Natural Power QSO's Completed 

 X Site Visited by invited officials 

   GOTA maximum QSO's achieved 

 X Non-Traditional mode: SSTV, APRS, Packet BBS setup 
on site 

   Youth Participation (# ) 

Total Bonus Points Claimed: 1400 

16. I/We have observed all competition rules as well as all 
regulations for amateur radio in my/our country. My/our re-
port is correct and true to the best of my/our knowledge. 
I/We agree to be bound by the decisions of the ARRL 
Awards Committee. 

 Date: 06/25/2006 
 Call: WW6OR 
 Signature:  
 Address:  
 Address:  
 E-Mail Address: 

 CW  Digital  Phone 
 QSO Power QSO Power QSO Power 
160 0 150 0 150 0 150 
80 7 150 0 150 11 150 
40 91 150 0 150 45 150 
20 2 150 4 150 130 150 
15 0 150 0 150 6 150 
10 0 150 0 150 0 150 
6 0 150 0 150 23 150 
2 0 150 0 150 5 150 
1.25 0 150 0 150 0 150 
70 0 150 0 150 0 150 
33 0 150 0 150 0 150 
23 0 150 0 150 0 150 
GOTA 0 150 0 150 0 150 
Totals 100 CW 4 Dig 220 Phone 

18. List all callsigns of all operators and number of QSO's 
completed of the GOTA Station: KA6GEM, KF6VOG, 
KG6RZQ 

16 QSOs  



 

 

Amateur Radio Club of Alameda meets 7:00 PM at Building 522 
 West Midway on Alameda Point. 
East Bay Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at the 
 Salvation Army, 4600 Appian Way, El Sobrante. 
Hayward Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 1401 West Winton Ave. 
 in Hayward behind Hayward Fire Station 6, next to the  
 Hayward Air National Guard Base. 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 
 at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. 
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���������� T h e  O R C A  N e w s L e t t e r  i s  p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y . 
A n y  a r t i c l e s  c a n  b e  u s e d  w i t h  a t t r i b u t i o n . 
Articles, news and photos submitted make for a more interesting newslet-
ter; thank you! 

P lea s e  su bm i t  m a t e r ia l s  f o r  th e  ne x t  i s su e  b y 
August 24 to Michael KG6DER kg6der@arrl .net  or 
fax to 707 215-6124. Thanks again! 

Weekly Nets 
 

 Thursdays Oakland ARES/RACES Net 
  7:30 PM  146.88 MHz minus PL 77 
 Mondays Digital Modes Net 
  7:30 PM  146.88 MHz Minus PL 77 
 Thursdays Alameda Emergency Preparedness 
  7:00 PM  146.88 MHz minus PL 77 
 Thursdays NALCO ARES/RACES 
  7:15 PM  440.9 MHz plus PL 131.8 
 Mondays Hayward RACES 
  7:30 PM  145.130 MHz minus PL 127.3 

Monthly events 
 
1st Saturdays ORCA Monthly Meeting - Oakland OES 9:00 
1st Sundays Livermore Swap meet Robertson Park 
2nd Fridays East Bay Amateur Radio Club 
2nd Saturdays Electronics Flea Market in Sunnyvale 
3rd Fridays Hayward Radio Club 
3rd Fridays Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
4th Fridays Amateur Radio Club of Alameda 
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ORCA Officers and Board 
 

  President: Dave Clemes AE6PX 
  Vice Pres.: Michael Hole KG6DER 
  Treasurer: Bill Hardy KF6VOG 
  Secretary: Tom Tazelaar KG6MAC 
 
  Director: Adele Bertaud KE6HKY 
  Director: Robert Firehock KE6IUE 
  Director: Art McLaughlin W6THD 
  Director: David Otey WB6NER 
  Director: Brian Treusch W6LL 
 
 Ex-Officio Directors: 
  ARES Liaison: Mark Violet N6RCG 
  Repeater Trustee: David Otey WB6NER 
  RACES RO: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 
  WW6OR trustee: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 
  N6ORC trustee: Michael Hole KG6DER 


