YRCA

Oakland Radio Communication Association
Oakland, California

The next meeting will be on the first Saturday, June 3, 9:00 AM at Fire Station 1 media room,
1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland.
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As | predicted last month,
the rain is gone (forget
about last weekend, that
was a fluke), the sun is com-
ing up earlier and staying up
later, and the temperature is
rising (forget about the fog,
nothing can be done about
that). All these seasonal
changes can mean only one
thing—FIELD DAY IS AP-
PROACHING!

Anyone who has ever par-
ticipated in an ORCA Field
Day knows what a fun and
rewarding radio experience
it can be. From the antenna
set up to the locking of the
gate on Sunday afternoon,
there is something for every-
one, and everyone for
something.

Taking part in this annual
event can range from just
stopping by to say hello, to
camping out Friday and Sat-
urday nights and staying on

the air as long as you can.
(Sleep be darned!-There is
plenty of time for that later!)

ORCA is once again fortu-
nate in having secured the
Sequoia Arena in the beauti-
ful Oakland hills for our Field
Day site. This location pro-
vides a "rugged" environ-
ment for the purist, yet is
close enough to grocery
stores and pizza emporiums

ORCA Calendar

Meeting at EOC June 3rd—Field Day Planning

2006 Field Day June 24-25

2006 Oakland Hills Fire Patrol July 4th
2006 ORCA Board Meeting Dates: 7/25, 10/24
2006 ORCA/EBARC VE Sessions: 7/23, 10/22

to provide creature comforts
with ease.

Over the years, ORCA's
master antenna riggers have
perfected the art of arrow
slinging and rope pulling,
and the abundant redwood
trees provide the ideal foun-
dation for the antenna farm
that magically appears.

Field Day is scheduled for
June 24 and 25. There will
be plenty of opportunities for
everyone to sample various
radio modes, from humble
CW dits and dahs to exotic
digital signals. There will
also be plenty of opportuni-
ties for conversation and
partaking of the delicious
victuals that go along with
this fun event.

If you have not signed up
yet, please consider doing
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President’s Corner

so. As | always say, hands on is the best way to learn, and
this event weekend will provide plenty of opportunity for just
that.

Stay tuned to future nets and emails for more information
on how to help plan for and participate in ORCA's Field Day.

Hope to see you there, and hear you on the air!

73, Dave AEGPX

by Bob KE6IUE

This year ORCA once again took on the responsibility to
provide communications support for the annual MS Walk at
Crown Beach Memorial Park in Alameda. Eight club hams
participated: Mike W6UAB, Michael KG6DER, Mike
K6MCM, Vail KE6WPJ, Tim KG6ZDD, Michael John
KF6YRG, Tom KG6MAC and Bob KEGIUE. As a little value-
added training, we organized our support of the event in
accordance with Incident Command System (ICS) princi-
ples. That included preparing an Incident Action Plan com-
prised of Incident Objectives (ICS Form 202), an Organiza-
tion Assignment List (Form 203) and an Incident Radio
Communications Plan (Form 205). This double dipping was
a useful exercise and we encourage ORCA to approach
future events the same way. We're there on the air, so we
might as well maximize what we learn and the learning we

apply.

The team established an Incident Command Post and the
Incident Commander assigned standard ICS positions to
participants as necessary. For example, Resource Net Con-
trol was Resource Unit Leader in the Planning Section and
we had an Operations Section Chief to oversee Tactical Net
Control and the single resource units (which nominally be-
came Divisions, the geographic rest stops and a safety
crossing location, and Branches, the mobile units, all within
the Operations Section).

The day dawned gray, windy and cool. ORCA provided
the use of the WB6NDJ repeater on the 2 meter side
(146.880) for the Resource Net (thank you very much to
ORCA) and we used the club call N6ORC as our event sta-
tion call sign (thank you to Trustee KG6DER). We used
146.505 simplex as the tactical net frequency. We set up a
base station at our Incident Command Post at the
Start/Finish point, and deployed operators at the two rest
stops and a busy street crossing, Tim, Mike (KBMCM) and
Michael John, respectively, and intermittently as shadows
for the SAG drivers and other MS staff when they were mo-
bile. Mike (W6UAB) did double duty both mobile and at the
Command Post.

Michael (KG6DER) served as Operations Section Chief,

and shared tactical net control duties with Mike (W6UAB)
and Tom and, for the bulk of the walk itself, Vail, who later
claimed it was her first stint in such a role, but her perform-
ance was stellar (practice with the radio leads to that result).
Michael (KG6DER) also served as Leader of the Communi-
cations Unit in the Logistics Section, and he supplied a 5
watt FT-817 paired with a BuddiPole antenna on a 16 foot
mast, though the mast was not raised to full height. The ra-
dio was powered by a 4 amp hour battery with a solar panel
attached to trickle charge the battery, though with the over-
cast, the charging it provided was limited. The ORCA radio
in a box and David WBENER’s marine battery were our back
up (thank you, too). The marine battery doubled as an an-
chor for the antenna.

Fortunately, there were no serious event problems. We
passed a fair amount of traffic keeping track of operators,
volunteers and participants, filling nearly three pages in the
communications log. Applying lessons learned from last
year, no one ended up short of HT battery power. The les-
sons learned this year included one from last year, recogni-
tion of the sometimes fuzzy line between the served agency
and the Ham operator, especially one deployed away from
the Base, as well as several new issues, including a re-
minder to use ‘plain English’ in ICS radio communications;
the difficulty in keeping a useful log while operating; the in-
consistency of low power simplex operation in flat terrain;
and, on the ICS front, a suggestion for a better status board.
We used a modified T-card system—sticky notes from a
sponsor booth pasted on a large organizational chart
mounted on an easel. But for the wind occasionally scatter-
ing our operators, it worked, but better T-cards and a plastic
overlay were among the good ideas for next time.

The event was fun as well as a good learning experience,
and certainly a worthwhile use of our time in support of a
good cause. People checked in and out at different times,
but through the 6-hour course of our event support the eight
of us logged a total of 33 hours of community service effort
(which was reported to our ARRL section leader).

The sun came out at the end and the MS Coordinator,
Alison Brand, was very gracious in her thanks and apprecia-
tion of our efforts. Thank you again to the radio operators. |
think | speak for all concerned in encouraging all of us to
participate in more radio support events. Not only is it an
actual useful exercise in real-time support of a served
agency, it's one more element of the practical experience
that will serve us well when the time comes to put our talents
to use in emergency service.
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Club: WW60R , N6ORC
Repeater: WB6NDJ

8RCA

New Membership and Renewal Form
New Member Renewal
Family membership—number of additional Hams:

Name

Call License:E__ A G T+ T _N__
Address

City State Zip
Email

Newsletters will be emailed only to members who specifically request them. All others will receive them by mail. Email?

Best Phone ( ) Alternate Phone ( )
Bestisa: cell work home Alternate isa: cell work home
Are you an ARRL Member? Yes No

Family Hams name/call sign/license class:

Please remit a photocopy of your FCC license (and any Family Ham licenses) with a
check payable to “ORCA” to

ORCA
P.O. Box 21305
Oakland, CA 94620-1305

2006 new members: $30.00 up to March 31, 2006
2005 members renewing for 2006: $30.00 due by February 28, 2006

[$22.50: 4/1/06-6/30/06; $15: 7/1/06-9/30/06; $7.50: 10/1/06-12/31/06]

2006 additional family Hams: $5 each other Family Ham (not prorated)
2007 dues will be accepted: $30, plus $5 each other Family Ham

Final acceptance of this application and membership in ORCA with repeater privileges is subject to
review and/or approval by the ORCA Board.

| agree, for myself and for any Family members included in this application, to abide by the rules and
regulations set forth in the ORCA Bylaws and the applicable repeater operating procedures.

Date: Signature:

ORCA Member Form 12 2005
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Once again the Oakland Radio Communication Association is setting up our Field Day location in the Sequoia Arena, cour-
tesy of the Metropolitan Horsemen's Association. Setup will begin Friday evening and on air operations commence at 1100
PDT Saturday, running for the following 24 hours. Overnight camping in the arena is available and encouraged.

From downtown Oakland, or
San Francisco:

- Go Highway 24 (towards Walnut
Creek).

- From 24, go south on Highway
13 (Warren Freeway) towards
Hayward.

- Take the Joaquin Miller/Lincoln
Avenue exit.

- Proceed up the hill on Joaquin
Miller to the crest, then turn left at
the signal onto the two lane por-
tion of Skyline Blvd.

- Sequoia Arena is 1.2 miles up
Skyline on the left.

From eastern Berkeley, Orinda
and points East:

- From 24, go south on Highway
13 (Warren Freeway) towards
Hayward.

- Take the Joaquin Miller/Lincoln
Avenue exit.

- Turn left and proceed up the hill
on Joaquin Miller to the crest, then
turn left at the signal onto the two
lane portion of Skyline Blvd.

- Sequoia Arena is 1.2 miles up
Skyline on the left.

From Hayward, Castro Valley
and points South:

- Go west on 580 and take the
Highway 13 (Warren Freeway)
turnoff.

- Take the Joaquin Miller/Lincoln
Avenue exit.

- Turn right, and proceed up the
hill on Joaquin Miller to the crest,
then turn left at the signal onto the
two lane portion of Skyline Blvd.

- Sequoia Arena is 1.2 miles up
Skyline on the left.
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All photos by Bob KEGIUE

“Welcome to the Incident Command Post” said Michael KG6DER as
Tom KG6MAC looks on.

Vail KEBWPJ tries to keep warm on a blustery day as Mike W6UAB
swaps batteries in his HT.

Michael KG6DER adjusts the radio at Net Control as participants regis-
ter for the Alameda 2006 MS Walk-a-thon

(I to r) Mike WBUAB (seated), Mike KEMCM, Vail KE6BWPJ and Michael
KG6DER indulge Bob KEG6IUE in his photographic exploits.

Not pictured are Michael John KF6YRG, Tim KG6ZDD and Bob
KEGBIUE, all of whom somehow evaded the camera.

Mike WBUAB checks his radio’s programming as Michael KG6DER
ponders which radio to talk into.
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Monthly events

1st Saturdays
1st Sundays

ORCA Monthly Meeting - Oakland OES 9:00
Livermore Swap meet Robertson Park

2nd Fridays East Bay Amateur Radio Club

2nd Saturdays Electronics Flea Market in Sunnyvale
3rd Fridays Hayward Radio Club

3rd Fridays Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club
4th Fridays Amateur Radio Club of Alameda

Amateur Radio Club of Alameda meets 7:00 PM at Building 522
West Midway on Alameda Point.

East Bay Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM at the
Salvation Army, 4600 Appian Way, El Sobrante.

Hayward Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM 1401 West Winton Ave.
in Hayward behind Hayward Fire Station 6, next to the
Hayward Air National Guard Base.

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club meets at 7:30 PM
at Our Savior Lutheran Church,
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette.

-
1
Weekly Nets
Thursdays Oakland ARES/RACES Net
7:30 PM 146.88 MHz minus PL 77
Thursdays Alameda Emergency Preparedness
7:00 PM 146.88 MHz minus PL 77
Thursdays NALCO ARES/RACES
7:15 PM 440.9 MHz plus PL 131.8
Mondays Hayward RACES
7:30 PM 145.130 MHz minus PL 127.3

ORCA Officers and Board

President: Dave Clemes AE6PX
Vice Pres.: Michael Hole KG6DER
Treasurer: Bill Hardy KF6VOG
Secretary: Tom Tazelaar KGEMAC
Director: Adele Bertaud KE6HKY
Director: Robert Firehock KEGIUE
Director: Art McLaughlin W6THD
Director: David Otey WB6NER
Director: Brian Treusch W6LL
Ex-Officio Directors:
ARES Liaison: Mark Violet N6RCG
Repeater Trustee: David Otey WB6NER
RACES RO: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT
WWB6OR trustee: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT
N6ORC trustee: Michael Hole KG6DER

The ORCA NewsLetter is published monthly.
Any articles can be wused with attribution.
Articles, news and photos submitted make for a
more interesting newsletter; thank you!

Please submit materials for the next issue by
June 22 to Michael KG6DER kg6der@arrl.net or
fax to 707 215-6124. Thanks again!



