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 I never cease to be 
amazed at what a great 
hobby we enjoy. Not only do 
we get to make friends and 
play with new toys, but we 
get to make a real contribu-
tion to our community's wel-
fare. On March 5, ORCA will 
turn out its ARES/RACES 
volunteers to conduct a net 
from the City of Oakland's 
Fire Stations for the benefit 
of the Fire Department's 
brass and get treated to a 
buffet brunch afterward! 
What a deal for doing our 
part in emergency prepared-
ness. 

 Last Saturday, while I was 
wasting away a rainy morn-
ing at the candy store (aka - 
HRO), I ran into George, 
W6BUR, and Richard, 
KO6TI, and ended up mak-
ing myself late for the rest of 
the day, but who's keeping 
time? I was looking for a 

couple of new filters to in-
stall in the HF rig to try the 
ARRL International DX Con-
test on CW, but never got 
around to it. Rather, I ended 
up visiting with both Bill, 
KF6VOG, and David, 
WB6NER, from the mobile 
rig on my errands. See what 
I mean. 

 I finally heard from 
KB6TQB, my long lost sailor 
on his way to Oak Town 

through the Panama canal. 
Seems he had to cut the trip 
short on reports of his 90+ 
year old mother's condition 
and arrange for alternate 
passage. However, reports 
are that she is just fine and 
he will plan his trip out here 
in due course. I informed 
him of his recent celebrity 
with ORCA and invited him 
to our meeting when he 
comes. Hopefully, we'll all 
get a chance to welcome 
Tim to Oakland. 

 On Friday, I got to do my 
good deed for the day trav-
eling home from work. Al-
though cell phones have 
taken some of the limelight 
from amateur radio mobile 
response, I was on Pine-
hurst in EBMUD territory 
between Contra Costa and 
Alameda counties when I 
came across a mud slide on 
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ORCA Upcoming Events 
Oakland ECHO All Station Net March 5th at 1000 PST. 
 
CORE II Training after April 2nd meeting. 
 
VE Testing Session at Kaiser-Permanente Headquarters at 1950 Franklin St., 
Oakland April 24. 
 
Next Board Meeting April 26th, 1800 PST at the Kerry House. 
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 � � The next meeting will be the ECHO Net on the first Saturday, March  5, 10:00 AM. Lunch follows at 
Fire Station 1 media room, 1605 Martin Luther King at 17th Street, Oakland. 
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Oakland Radio Communication Association  

Oakland, California 
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by Bill, KF6VOG 

 Thanks to everyone for being so patient with year 
end/new year Treasury accounting. All checks tendered for 
the December 2004 Holiday Dinner and currently received 
(through last week) 2005 dues are now in the bank! 

 We're making some headway in renewals....45 received 
and processed so far, and we're really looking forward to the 
other 32+ renewals so we can maintain 2004 membership 
levels. So, if you haven't had the time to act yet, take a min-
ute out, grab a envelope, check, the form from the last 
Newsletter and mail it to ORCA! Thanks. Your ongoing sup-
port is appreciated! 
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a blind hairpin turn blocking the southbound lane. Luckily, no 
accident had occurred yet, but traffic was a problem getting 
around the tree and clay sitting in the roadway. 

 Fortunately, I had put the longer whip on the car at my last 
gas stop before taking the canyon route. I tuned in our re-
peater, but found the coverage to be spotty, at best. I 
switched to the memory bank and started looking for conver-
sations I could hear. I heard a group on a Mt. Diablo re-
peater and tried breaking in. Well, it took me a few tries be-
cause I was in a marginal location and the round table was 
going strong (a reminder to pause occasionally for emer-
gency traffic). When I finally did get through the hams were 
most cooperative. I explained that I had no cell phone cover-
age and asked that a base station call 911. One ham did so 
immediately, but ran into the typical busy signal on a Friday 
evening. Ultimately, he did get through and relayed mes-
sages between me and the CHP to get all of the information 
they needed to know. I can't help but think that I added a 
little spice to their normal repeater chatter! 

 That's it from here. I look forward to seeing u all at the 
March 5 celebration of our updated ECHO system. 

73, Jim K6JAT 
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Submitted by Dave McGuinness KF6EPQ 

 Until the story made the front page of the SF Chronicle, 
the Farallon Islands were part of Nick Rahall’s bill HR 298 
“to permit public access to Navassa (KP1) and Desecheo 
(KP5) islands and to Farallon National Wildlife Refuge.” Al-
lowing the public, not just ham DXers, to visit the islands 
certainly contributed to the public outcry against their inclu-
sion in the bill. By the Saturday paper, including the Faral-
lones in this bill seems to have been killed. 

 Richard Pombo, California representative from Tracy and 
co-sponsor of the bill, still plans to include the Farallones. 
Have your opinion included by emailing Barbara Lee at 
Barbara.Lee@mai l .house.gov and Pombo at 
pombocommunications@mail.house.gov. 

 The full story is at 

http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2005/02/16/5/ 

OES Radio Room prior to radio reinstallation 
 A list of upcoming Public Service Events: 

 Sunday, April 10th, MS walk-a-thon 
 Sunday, April 17th, Primavera Bike Ride 
 Saturday, April 30th, March of Dimes walk-a-thon 
 Saturday, April 30th, Top Hat Classic bike ride 

 Contact the MDARC Public Service Coordinator, Pete 
Harris KE6ZIW at pharris125@comcast.net for more infor-
mation on these events and to volunteer. 

 Sunday, May 1st, Grizzly Peak Century bike ride 

 Contact Robert A "Texx" Woodworth, KG6ATH 
texx@delong.org for more information and to volunteer for 
the GPC. 
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 If you have a Windows laptop and are willing to loan it to 
ORCA for Field Day logging purposes, please bring it to the 
April meeting. The laptop must have a network card, with a 
wireless network card preferred. If you don't have a network 
card, or don't know if you have one, please contact me, Mi-
chael KG6DER, at kg6der@arrl.net. I can give you more 
details and let you know if your laptop will work. 

 This year we will be using 'Field Day Network Log 2.3' by 
Scott N3FJP & Kimberly KA3SEQ. You can download a 30 
day demo of the software from their website 
http://www.n3fjp.com/ 
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 Status as of Feb 20: We need operators for Stations 12, 13, 17, 18, 19, 23, 25 & 29. Please confirm your choice via email to 
WB6NER@arrl.net as soon as possible. All operators will receive a completed listing and other materials for the net. Please 
arrive at your designated Station no later than 0945 Hours PST. And please remember to log your visit in the station log. 

 After securing your station at the completion of the net, please come to the OES for a hosted lunch! 
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# House Address 
Tentative  

Location Status Confirmed 
Operators Operators 

0 OES / EOC Operations 1605 Martin Luther King Way / 17th St. 
K6JAT, Jim 

OK   
KG6DER, Mike 

1 Station 1 / Truck Co. 1605 Martin Luther King Way / 17th St. NO RADIO N/A N/A 
2 Out of Service 100 Jack London Square KF6BYG, Tim (RADIO?) Look for Radios   
3 Station 3 / Truck Co. 1445 14th St / Mandela Pkwy KG6ADB, Karen OK   
4 Station 4 / Truck Co 1235 E. 14th St /12th Ave KG6MAC, Tom OK   

5 Station 5 934 34th Street / Market / San Pablo 
KE6HKY, Adele 

OK   
KL7IDY, Joe 

6 Station 6 6080 Colton Blvd / Skyline K06TI, Richard OK   
7 Station 7 1006 Amito Dr / Gravatt Dr KD6TWL, Dan OK   
8 Station 8 / Truck Co 463 51st Street / Telegraph NO RADIO N/A N/A 

10 Station 10 172 Santa Clara Ave / Oakland Ave. NO RADIO N/A N/A 
12 Station 12 822 Alice St / 8th St.   XXX   
13 Station 13 1225 Derby Ave / E 12th St.   XXX   
15 Station 15 / Truck Co 455 27th St / Telegraph Ave KG6RXQ, Jim  OK   
16 Station 16 3600 13th Ave / Excelsior / 580 W6UAB, Mike OK   
17 Station 17 Battalion #4 3344 High St / Macarthur / 580   XXX   
18 Station 18 / Truck Co 1700 50th Ave / Foothill   XXX   
19 Station 19 5766 Miles Ave / College Ave   XXX   
20 Station 20 / Truck Co 1401 98th Ave / E 14th St. KF6VOG, Bill  OK   
21 Station 21 13150 Skyline Blvd / Parkridge Dr. W6BUR, George OK   
22 Station 22 751 Air Cargo Way / Oak Airport NO RADIO N/A N/A 
23 Station 23 7100 Foothill Blvd /73rd Ave   XXX   
24 Station 24 5900 Shepherd Canyon / Snake Rd. WB6NER, David OK   
25 Station 25 2795 Butters Drive / Joaquin Miller   XXX   
26 Station 26 2611 98th Ave / Bishop O'Dowd KF6VOG, Bill  OK   
27 Station 27 8501 Pardee Dr / Hegenberger AE6PX, Dave OK   
28 Station 28 4614 Grass Valley / Golf Links Rd. WA6CUY, Herb OK   
29 Station 29 1061 66th Ave / San Leandro St.   XXX   
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 23 cents—not a heck of lot of money—half a newspaper—a tenth of a gallon of gas—a couple of mints and postcard post-
age stamps! Now that might be the biggest bargain out there yet. How many of us have actually taken advantage of this over-
looked item? 

 I started sending postcards to friends and family when I began journeying to "exotic" locales for my bike rides. Death Val-
ley, Bishop, Solvang, Markleeville, Buttonwillow. Certainly not National Geographic worthy but it became a ritual to check into 
the motel, grab some local color postcards, address and stamp them and get them postmarked on the day of the ride. I always 
sent myself one to see if that 23 cent conveyance really worked and guess what? It did! 

 The QSL card is a wonderful device that utilizes that two bit item to a tee. Since the first of the year I have tried to keep my 
goal of making at least one new CW contact a day. And I have discovered that contact can be cemented at the cost of a couple 
of washers at the hardware store. 

 After signing 73 I log my new contacts details. Then I head to QRZ. Entering the call sign reveals the persons address and 
sometimes a lot more. An autobiography, a picture of a shack or antenna farm, a picture of a pet. You realize there is a person 
at the end of the those dots and dashes - Very interesting! I then address the card and fill in the details of the QSO - frequency, 
UTC, RST, rig antenna and power and maybe a comment or two. I apply the stamp, drop it into the mailbox and off it goes! 

 And that is where the fun begins! In a couple of days or a week my mailbox begins to fill with cards from those contacts-all 
sent by that 23 cent stamp. Some of the QSLs are old, some are new. Some are custom and some are plain. But they all say 
the same thing. Thanks for the QSO and the QSL and hope to CU AGN! The circuit is complete! The QSL can be entered into 
my log as sent and received. And I have physical proof! Two archaic forms of communications are combined in a strangely 
gratifying way. And it cost far less than a cup of coffee! 

 I spent this weekend on the ARRL CW DX contest. The rain and my cold helped me stay indoors and for that I am glad. 
Friday night was spent listening—trying to figure out what the devil was going on. I had visions of fingers flying in a cartoonish 
blur at the other end of those machine-gun CQs. Finally I got the hang of it and responded to a call and the QSO took place 
5NN in TX 5NN in NH 5NN in NM I was off and running! Once again I learned a lot. 

 I met my goal of 50 contest QSOs by 2243 on Sunday. I put down my pencil and took off the headphones. I had spent 
about 6 hours on the air and about 1 hour logging and addressing the QSL cards. Yes, each station got one including the 9 
Japanese stations I worked - although at 70 cents each those international postage stamps stretched my budget. Yet it cost 
less than going to a movie - and it was far more enjoyable to boot! 

 I am not the first one to send a QSL card and I certainly hope I will not be the last. It is a wonderful way to meet the person 
at the other end of that key and participate in the magic and tradition of amateur radio. 

 100 watts, a wire, a telegraph key, some QSL cards and 23 cent stamps. Simple components. Fantastic results! 

73 Dave AE6PX 

 They are genderless, come in many amp ratings, self wipe when connecting/disconnecting, are easy to install, and they have 
fast become the National RACES Standard. This means Anderson Power Pole connectors in 15, 30 and 45 amp ratings are 
well suited for Amateur Radio use. And since all three amp ratings use the same exterior housing, you can connect a device 
that uses a 15 amp connector to a 45 amp connector on your power supply. And a significant number of pre-built accessories 
and cables are available. 

 However, there are some things to know about them before you replace all of your power supply leads. 

 Avoid soldering them if at all possible. The heat, even of low wattage soldering irons, can reduce the “springiness” of the 
connectors and prevent a proper connection. If you plan on building a number of them, the $50 crimping tool available from 
West Mountain Radio or PowerWerx is worth the cost. Or you can borrow the crimper from one of the many Hams who’ve al-
ready bought one. 

 Because they are genderless, it is possible to reverse polarity on them. It’s very important that you confirm the polarity of 
your equipment to insure you connect them correctly. Using the standard orientation of the housings is needed if you want to 
use any of the pre-built equipment. I ALWAYS refer to the connector diagram I keep in my toolbox to confirm I have put them 
together correctly. Please visit http://home.comcast.net/~buck0/app.htm for far more information than is here. 
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This Month’s Topic – What is the right OSCAR Antenna? 

By Bill Greene, VE7WFG – Project OSCAR Team Member 

(Photos for this article can be seen at http://projectoscar.net/gallery/December-2004) 

 When speaking of satellites and antennas, the first thing most people think about is a dish antenna. People 
used to think about big ugly TV dishes (or BUDS) that operated around 3 to 4 gigahertz in the late seventies 
and early eighties, and now see many smaller off set dishes that operate at 10 Ghz used by services like Dish Network in the 
US and Bell Expressvu in Canada. Well what about all these dishes? Are they any good for Amateur satellite use?  

 The simple answer is yes. Depending on the dish it can be used for both receive and transmit antennas for OSCAR opera-
tion. Like any other type of amateur set up there are two main considerations. First is what type of antenna do I need to receive 
and what type of antenna do I need to transmit with. Satellites communication is unique for the most part simply because your 
contact is in orbit which means you are trying to hit a moving target . This is not like anything HF users are accustomed to.  

 What works well for HF is just about any type of antenna with a low takeoff angle. This allows the signal to bounce off the 
ionosphere at the horizon, giving you the greatest distance. This works well for satellites in many situations too, as it can pick 
up signals from satellites as they rise above the horizon. But this also means the antenna may not work that well when the sat-
ellite passes directly overhead.  

 The solution for this is to have a rotator that will move the antenna both in azimuth and elevation. This way you can point the 
antenna in the direction (azimuth) of the satellite (ie, from zero to 360 degrees based on where it is in relationship to your 
shack.) The elevation rotator is used to point the antenna up (i.e. tilting from zero to 90 degrees) so that as the satellite be-
comes higher you can point the antenna higher.  

 This may sound very complex, but you do not have to have fancy arrays of high gain antennas and Az/El rotators to make 
contacts on amateur satellites. I have a colleague who uses a small fixed array of Yagi’s tilted up 30 degrees that is relatively 
inexpensive and works very well. In this case you can use an azimuth rotator alone, or none at all. The effort is well worth it.  

 Okay what about portable operation????  

 The most popular antenna for portable operation is called the Arrow Antenna. It is a great antenna for portable use and again 
is well respected in the Satellite world because it is easy to use and make piles of contacts. Another colleague and friend of 
mine, 10 year old Advanced Amateur Aruni Perrea VE4WMK of Winnipeg makes many contacts including the ISS using an 
Arrow Antenna when she is not winning CW contests sending CW with her feet! Arunie and her dad Kamura VE4WKP work 
together as a team. 

 In conclusion, you can make many contacts without having to take out a second mortgage on you home or invest in towers 
and all the toys. Big arrays help but they are not necessary to make contacts. Use your imagination and check with Amateurs 
on the bulletin boards as they will set you in the right direction. You can also homebrew many types of antennas (which will be 
the subject of an upcoming edition of the Beacon.) Before long you will be making satellite contacts! But be careful if you do 
start in Satellite communications it is exciting and very addictive. 

 Happy New Year and look forward to working you on the birds soon! 

Best of 73 de VE7WFG 

Bill Greene  

Project Oscar Team Member 

Amsat Area Coordinator , British Columbia Canada 
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East Bay Amateur Radio Club meets 7:30PM at the 
 Salvation Army, 4600 Appian Way, El Sobrante. 
Hayward Radio Club meets at 1401 West Winton Ave in 
 Hayward behind Hayward Fire Station 6, next to the  
 Hayward Air National Guard Base. 
Amateur Radio Club of Alameda meets 7pm at Building 522 
 West Midway on Alameda Point. 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club and the Rocky Ridge 
 Repeater Group meet at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. 

ORCA Officers and Board 
 

 President: Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 
 Vice Pres.: Dave Clemes AE6PX 
 Treasurer: Bill Hardy KF6VOG 
 Secretary: Art McLaughlin W6THD 
 
 Director: Adele Bertaud KE6HKY 
 Director: Michael E. Hole KG6DER 
 Director: David Otey WB6NER 
 Director: Brian Treusch W6LL 
 Director: Alan Whitman K6ZY 
 
 Ex-Officio Directors: 
 ARES Liaison Mark Violet N6RCG 
 Repeater Trustee David Otey WB6NER 
 RACES RO Jim Tiemstra K6JAT 
 WW6OR trustee Jim Tiemstra K6JAT  
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� � � � � �� � � � The ORCA NewsLetter is published monthly. 
Any articles can be used with attribution. 
Articles, news and photos submitted make for a 
more interesting newsletter; thank you! 

Please submit materials for the next issue by 
Mar. 21 to Michael KG6DER kg6der@arrl.net or 
fax to 707 215-6124. Thanks again! 

Nets 
 
 Thursdays Oakland ARES/RACES Net 
 7:30 PM  146.88 MHz minus PL 77 
 
 Thursdays Alameda Emergency Preparedness 
 7:00 PM  146.88 MHz minus PL 77 
 
 Thursdays NALCO ARES/RACES 
 7:15 PM  147.480 MHz simplex 

Monthly events 
 
1st Sundays Livermore Swap meet Las Positas CC 
1st Saturdays ORCA ARES - Oakland OES 9:00 
2nd Saturdays Electronics Flea Market in Sunnyvale 
2nd Fridays East Bay Amateur Radio Club 
3rd Fridays Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
3rd Fridays Hayward Radio Club 
3rd Wednesdays Rocky Ridge Repeater Group 
4th Fridays Amateur Radio Club of Alameda 


